Bucks children sing at Christ 
Church - page seven 





® DIOCESE Gf Reporting from Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire www.oxford.anglican.org November 2011 No. 229 

OXFORD 



Inside: 



Flashmob against trafficking 




LUNCH-time shoppers in Oxford 
were shocked to see girls in cages, 
apparently being ‘auctioned off 
to passers-by. They were even 
more startled when members of 
the crowd donned blindfolds and 
froze on the spot for five minutes. 

The flashmob was held to raise 
awareness on Tuesday, October 
18th, the UK’s Anti Slavery Day 
and the EU’s Anti-Trafficking 
Day. The message was ‘don’t be 
blind to trafficking’ and the 
event was organised by Oxford 
Community Against Trafficking, 
(OXCAT), a group set up by 
members of local churches who 
want to open the public’s eyes to 
this modern day slavery. 

In Oxford, two men were 
recently jailed for sex trafficking 
offences and OXCAT is working 
with Thames Valley Police and 
other agencies, as part of its 
campaign. 

Esther Davison, of OXCAT, 
said: “We wanted to organise a 
provocative event which would 
open the public’s eyes to what is 
going on in many British cities 
like Oxford. 

“Open Your Eyes is the slogan 
precisely because trafficking is 
usually out of sight and out of 
mind. That’s why the flash mob 
were wearing blindfolds: to 

emphasise that we go round with 
our eyes shut, oblivious to the 
possibility that an ordinary 
house could be a prison for 
modern-day slaves. Also we like 
to believe that prostitutes are 
selling sex because they want to. 
But that isn’t always the case. 
Behind the smile, there may be a 



girl who has been tricked into 
leaving her country and is here 
under the control of a ruthless 
criminal who is making a 
fortune out of her. That’s why we 
put girls in cages on 
Cornmarket. This is what slavery 
looks like in Britain now, and 
we’re here to say it is completely 
unacceptable. It has to stop.” 
Owen Gallacher, also of 
OXCAT and a member of St 
Aldate’s Church said: “Watch 
out for the tell-tale signs. If you 
see young girls, maybe from 
Eastern Europe, always being 



driven around by older men and 
never out on their own, ask 
yourself why. 

“Call the police or inform 
Crimestoppers. Community 
awareness is one thing that can 
actually stop trafficking. If 
everyone opened their eyes, we 
could prevent it. But there’s 
something else. It’s the sex trade 
in our country which helps to 
drive the trafficking in human 
beings. If we are part of that 
market ourselves, then we are 
helping to create the demand 
for trafficked girls.” 



Catherine Bearder, MEP for 
South East England, said: “Most 
people don’t realise the scale of 
human trafficking in this 
country. The UK is the biggest 
market for trafficked victims in 
Europe. The police officers and 
human trafficking charities I 
speak to always stress how 
important active community 
engagement is in the fight 
against trafficking.” 




For more information see 

w ww.oxcat.o rg.uk 
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T he banyan is a 

I 



magnificent tree. It is the 
national tree of India. 

As it grows and spreads 
outwards to enormous sizes, the 
Ra nva n tr banyan drops from its heights 

; u extra roots that eventually reach 
CUShlOri and enter the earth to become 
stilts - as if additional trunks. 
rj Q Banyan branches offer home 

to birds and insects, whilst the 
shade under the tree is a place 
of cool and hospitality for 
people and animals. 

Because we would like you 
to know and love the banyan, 
we offer this beautiful hand 
embroidered cushion cover by 
the Kathiawadi of Gujarat. 

40cm square. 100% cotton. 

Hand embroidered. 



Complete 
with feather 
pad 



Paradise 

garden 

cushion 

29 

Complete 
with feather 
pad 



2 cushions 
celebrating 
harmony 



A GLIMPSE of paradise in an organized 
garden of a four cornered pool with 
pathways, flowers, trees and joyful birds. It is 
the style commonly associated with Islamic 
imagery in garden design. 

The origins of this heavenly vision are symbolic and 
really ancient, probably going back through Persia 
and connecting with references in the Book of Genesis. 

Our paradise garden is re-created in a gloriously 
embroidered cushion cover by members of a 
cooperative of Kathiawadi people in Gujarat, western India. 

40cm square. Hand embroidered 
100% cotton cover on luxury feather pad. 






K|.com 



See these and more choices online 
Or visit ourWorldshop in Woodstock 

(f) 01608 81 181 I Delivery in UK £3.50 per order 
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Prayer 6^ reflection 

‘Set our hearts on fire ’ 




Martyn Percy challenges us 
to let God turn the ordinary 
into the extraordinary in our 
‘normal’ lives. 

S aints and Souls - that’s how we 
begin November. Celebrating 
those who have lit up our lives 
with their faith; and 
remembering before God those 
whom we love, yet see no longer. It is a 
poignant moment in the year, as the 
evenings grow dark, and we wait for the 
coming of light at Christmas. So what of 
saints, souls, and our faith? 

Saints come in all shapes and sizes. 
Granted, it is easy to get to be humorous 
with hagiology - the study of Saints. 
There are saints for travellers, sore 
throats, children, pets and television. 
Their benefaction leaves nothing 
untouched. Yet to focus on their 
patronage misses their point. Saints serve 
a far more serious purpose in life, and we 
ignore their function at our peril. 

Saints can be extraordinary people. A 
popular story from World War Two tells 
of a Romanian Christian who found 
himself imprisoned at Belsen, and 
deprived of all he needed to sustain his 
faith: no crucifix, bible, icons, devotional 
books, corporate worship or knotted 
prayer beads. So he prayed in secret - 
that he might respond to the call of love. 
He found himself spending time in the 
camp with the sick, the starving, the 
diseased, the dying and the betrayers - all 
those who were shunned by others. One 
day, as the camp drew close to liberation, 
an atheist - a priest, in fact, who had his 
faith shattered by the experience of war - 



came to see the Romanian and said, T see 
how you live here. Tell me about the God 
you worship’. And the Romanian replied: 
‘He is like me’. 

I wonder which of us could ever reply: 
‘he is like me’? The call to discipleship 
remains compellingly simple: to be like 
him. And yet we often miss Saints when 
they are right under our noses. Because 
they can be very ordinary people, just like 



you and I. According to one Jewish 
tradition, we are all in the hands of God. 
But it is the righteous souls who ‘glow like 
sparks in the stubble’. 

It is an enchanting image. Saints, 
rather like the embers of a fire, continue 
to give off light and heat, and may still 
illuminate life. But they are also thrown 
out of the fire into the world. They are 
on loan there, sitting light to life, but 



illuminating us with their wisdom and 
holiness. Although they are dead, it is 
because of their deeds that they are not 
forgotten. But their lives - sacred, selfless 
and sacrificial - still speak to us today, 
and ask us what we think life is really 
worth living for? 

‘ What random and costly 
acts of kindness and 
generosity will you perform 



To answer this, you have to look into 
your heart, and ask some searching 
questions. What random and costly acts 
of kindness and generosity will you 
perform today? Can you love and serve 
others - putting all before your self - and 
yet not count the cost? Can you, at the 
same time, radiate warmth, peace, 
openness and hospitality? Can you be a 
beam of God’s light and warmth in a 
world that is sometimes dark and cold? 
Can your friends and colleagues say, 
hand on heart, that to know you is to 
somehow have been touched by the 
presence of God? 

All saints, like all souls, are basically 
normal folk. They just give their lives 
over to God, and watch God make the 
ordinary into the extraordinary. There is 
no better way to live. As one prayer puts 
it: ‘Set our hearts on fire with love for 

thee O Christ, that in that flame we may 
love thee and our neighbours as 
ourselves.’ 

The Revd Canon Prof Martyn Percy is 
Principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 



November prayer diary compiled by John Manley (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

TUES 1 Benson: clergy John Burrell, Jean 
Travis, David Gifford. Benson (VC) School. 

WED 2 Chalgrove with Berrick Salome: 

clergy Ian Cohen; LLM Bob Heath-Whyte. 

THU 3 Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant 
& Crowell: clergy John Kinchin-Smith, 

Helen O’Sullivan; LLM David Bartlett. Aston 
Rowant (VC) & Chinnor St Andrew’s (VC) 
Schools. 

FRI 4 Dorchester team and Warborough: 

clergy Sue Booys, Ros Latham, Anne 
llsley, David Haylett, David Cleugh, Hannah 
CLeugh; LLMs Edna Strange, Brian Newey. 
Clifton Hampden (VC), Culham Parochial 
(VC), Dorchester St Birin us (VC), Long 
Wittenham (VC), Marsh Baldon (VC), 
Warborough (VA) Schools. 

SAT 5 Ewelme, Brightwell Baldwin & 
Cuxham with Easington: clergy Jonathan 
Meyer; LLMs George Cannon. Ewelme 
(VA) School. 

MON 7 Great Milton with Little Milton & 
Great Haseley: clergy Victor Story. Great 
Milton (VC) & Little Milton (VA) Schools. 

TUE 8 Icknield: clergy Christopher Evans, 
Angie Paterson (Project Director Cutting 
Edge Ministries), Adam Clayton. 

WED 9 Thame team: clergy Alan Garrett, 

Ian Mountford, Peter Waterson, Paul 
Chamberlain, Graham Choldcroft; LLMs 
Geoffrey Rushman, Mike Thompson, Paul 
Gulley, Norman Lilley. Lewknor (VC) 

School. 

THU 10 Wheatley team: clergy Nigel 
Hawkes, Stevie Cross, Emma Pennington, 



Caroline King, Mark Chapman; LLMs 
Richard Bainbridge, Marian Brown, Albert 
Eastham, John Baker, Lucy Betts. Beckley 
(VC), Garsington (VC), Horspath (VC), 
Wheatley (VC) Schools. 

FRI 11 Aldermaston & Woolhampton: 

clergy Becky Bevan, Des Foote, Elizabeth 
Oke; LLM Hanslip Long. Aldermaston (VC), 
Brimpton (VC), Woolhampton (VA)Schools. 

SAT 12 Basildon with Aldworth & 
Ashampstead: clergy Will Watts; LLMs 
Margaret Davey, Jonathan Sand bach. 
Basildon (VC) School. 

MON 14 Bradfield & Stanford Dingley, 
Bucklebury: clergy Julian Gadsby, 

Rosemary Green, Raymond Obin, Lyn Bliss; 
LLMs Michael Kerry, David Sammon. 
Bradfield (VA) & Bucklebury (VC) Schools. 

TUE 15 Burghfield, Sulhamstead Abbots 
and Bannister with Ufton Nervet: clergy Gill 
Lovell, Peter Dewey, Anthony Peabody; 

LLM Kevin Lovell. Burghfield St Mary’s (VC) 
& Sulhamstead/Ufton Nervet (VA) Schools. 

WED 16 Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham: clergy Heather Parbury, LLM 
emeritus Jennifer Nutt. 

THU 17 Purley: clergy David Archer, 

Andrew Mackie, Jean Rothery, Sally 
Robertson. Purley (VC) School. 

FRI 18 Stratfield Mortimer and Mortimer 
West End with Padworth: clergy Paul 
Chaplin. Mortimer St John’s (VC) & 

Mortimer St Mary’s (VA) Schools. 

SAT 19 Theale and Englefield: clergy Ann 
Templeman, Brian Spence, Peter 
Templeman; LLM emeritus Chris 
Braddock.Theale (VC) & Englefield (VA) 
Schools. 



MON 21 Buckingham: clergy Will Pearson- 
Gee, John King; LLMs Sandra Cosby, Vicky 
Southby. Chackmore (VC) & Whaddon 
(VC) Schools. 

TUE 22 Lenborough: clergy Ros Roberts, 
Kay Peck, Jenny Shields. Padbury (VC) 
School. 

WED 23 North Buckingham: clergy Hans 
Taling, LLM Margaret Culley. Akeley St 
James (VC) & Maids Moreton (VC) 

Schools. 

THU 24 Stowe: clergy Ron Bundock. 

Stowe (independent) School. 

FRI 25 West Buckingham: clergy Liz 
Simpson, Chris Carter. 

SAT 26 The chaplains and inmates of the 
prisons and young offenders institutions in 
the diocese: Aylesbury, Bullingdon, 
Grendon, Springhill, Huntercombe, 

Reading, Woodhill. 

MON 28 Army chaplains and their charges 
at: Dalton Barracks (Abingdon}, Arborfield, 
Royal Military Academy (Sandhurst), St 
David’s Barracks (Bicester), Combermere 
Barracks (Windsor). 

TUE 29 RAF chaplains and their charges 
at: HQ Air Command (High Wycombe), 
Halton (Aylesbury), Benson, Brize Norton, 
tri-service chaplains at the Defence 
Academy (Shrivenham). 

WED 30 Chaplains and their charges at: 
Thames Valley Police, the homeless 
community in central Oxford, 
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Fire & 
Rescue Service, Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue 
Service, Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue 
Service. 



Sundays 

I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried 
in a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is 
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb’. (Rev. 7:9,10 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 6 Aston & Cuddesdon deanery: area dean Sue 
Booys, associate AD John Kinchin-Smith, lay chair Simon 
Richards, secretary Lee Dennis, treasurer Michael Powell. St 
Mary & St Berin celebrating 50 years and planning mission 
for the next 50; Nigel Hawkes, recently licensed, and the 
Wheatley team; for those ministering during periods of 
vacancy and those charged with making suitable 
appointments. The people, PCCs, wardens and support staff 
of the deanery. Diocese of Ughelli (Bendel, Nigeria). 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 13 Bradfield deanery: lay chair 
Christopher Newman, secretary Kevin Lovell, treasurer 
Margaret Davey. Those who mourn the loss of loved ones in 
conflicts involving the forces of the crown. The people, 

PCCs, wardens and support staff of the deanery. Diocese of 
Uyo (Niger Delta, Nigeria). 

PRISONERS' SUNDAY 20 Buckingham deanery: area dean 
Ron Bundock, lay chair Georgie Christopher, treasurer Paul 
Cresswell, ecumenical representative Philip Derbyshire. The 
people, PCCs, wardens and support staff of the deanery. 
Diocese of Virginia (USA): bishop Shannon Sherwood 
Johnston. The Prison Advice and Care Trust, prisoners, their 
children & families, prison workers, ex-offenders, and victims 
of crime. 

ADVENT SUNDAY 27 Those who learn and teach in the 
Sunday Schools of the diocese. Those striving to maintain 
services, shops and post offices in the rural areas of the 
Diocese. Diocese of Wellington (NZ). 
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News 



Living Faith Worldwide a huge success 




BISHOP John joins a campaigns 
workshop run by Steve Johnson 
and Abigail Knowles from the 
regional branch of Christian Aid, 
during the recent Oxford 
Diocesan Living Faith Worldwide 
conference. 

Hundreds of people from 
across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire joined 
representatives from our partner 
Dioceses in Nandyal in India, 
Vaxjo in Sweden and Kimberley 
and Kuruman in South Africa at 
St John and St Stephen’s Church 
in Reading. 

The event began with worship 



before a panel consisting of 
Sarah Henderson, from the 
Campaign group SPEAK, Bishop 
Lawrence from Nandyal and the 
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud. 

It was followed with 
workshops, including one on 
campaigning in which Bishop 
John is pictured above, calling 
for an extension to the Kyoto 
Protocol. 

The day continued with more 
workshops on a global theme, 
ending with a plenary session on 
Making a Difference and more 
worship. 




A pupil searches for her page in the m 
Oxfordshire Gospels. Photo KT Bruce. 



CHILDREN from 84 schools were invited to a special celebration 
of the Oxfordshire Gospels - a set of all four gospels produced to 
commemorate the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible. 

Children have written out individual chapters in their best 
handwriting and decorated them. They have been put together as 
one special bound edition which was carried through Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral in a service of celebration, following a 
day of workshops involving drama, music, storytelling and art, all 
around the theme of the King James Bible. 

The Gospels have been described by the Church Times as a 21st 
century rival to their more famous counterparts in Lindisfarne. 
The project is the brainchild of the Bishop of Dorchester, working 
with Oxfordshire publisher, the Bible Reading Fellowship. Bishop 
Colin said: “It’s a wonderful thought that these children have 
created something lasting, that will be there for generations to 
come, and part of the ongoing story of the King James Bible 
which has such a powerful place in ourcultural life.” 



Presenting the Oxfordshire gospels 




THE Rt Hon Michael Gove MP, 
Secretary of State for Education 
and the Rt Revd Andrew Proud, 
Bishop of Reading unveiled a 
plaque to mark the official 
opening of Jennett’s Park CE 
Primary School in Bracknell. 

Mr Gove and Bishop Andrew 
attended the opening which 
focussed on the theme of 
‘Rainbow Promises’ based on 
the school’s logo which features 
a rainbow and a dove. Jennett’s 
Park CE Primary School is a 
Voluntary Aided Church of 
England Primary School and 
opened its doors to its first 
pupils in September 2011. The 
running of the school was 
awarded to the Oxford Diocese 
following a competition held by 
Bracknell Forest Council. 

The school is at the heart of 



CHILDREN from Chalfont St 
Peter CofE School in 
Buckinghamshire represented 
the Oxford Diocese at a service at 
Westminster Abbey celebrating 
200 years of Church schools. 

The school won a contest held 
in the Oxford Diocese to design 
a banner to take along to the 
service. Liz Underwood, acting 
headteacher, said: “We were all 
really excited when we found out 
we were going along to the 
service. The children had come 
up with suggestions about what 
they thought should be on the 
banner.” The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams 



the new Jennett’s Park housing 
development. It has 14 
classrooms, an ICT resource 
centre, school hall, and nursery 
school classroom. Hard and soft 
play areas provide external 
learning and teaching space. 

The headteacher, Maria 
Soulsby said: “Staff and children 
are thrilled to be celebrating 
the official opening of our 
school with our local 
community and all those 
partners involved in its 
development. 

“We are blessed with a 
beautiful building and we are 
enjoying the culmination of 
several years hard work between 
Bracknell Forest Council, the 
Jennett’s Park Consortium, the 
Diocese, and all those involved in 
the construction of the school. 



, preaching to a packed 
congregation of school children, 
teachers and church and 
education professionals said that 
whether pupils were of the 
Christian faith or not church 
schools provided a vision for 
them “to see the biggest possible 
picture of humanity and the 
world they live in.” 

Church school children from 
across England and Wales 
carried banners to celebrate the 
founding of the Church of 
England's National Society in 
1811 offering education to the 
poor in every parish - 50 years 
before the state joined in. 



IN BRIEF 



Boys' parade 

Boys and officers from Boys’ 
Brigade companies in Bloxham, 
Kidlington, Kings Sutton and 
Wallingford joined together with 
those from Deddington for a 
special service in the Parish 
Church, Deddington to celebrate 
the 10th Anniversary of the 1st 
Deddington Company. 

Guests at the service included 
the co-founders Brian Bushell 
and Nick Westbury, the Bishop 
of Dorchester, (one of the BB 
patrons for Oxfordshire ) Steve 
Dickinson, the General Secretary 
of Boys’ Brigade and Walter 
Mullis the Battalion President. 

Before the service the 
Companies paraded through the 
streets of Deddington. 



Staging the games 

Churches planning large events 
in celebration of the 201 2 
Games now have a free practical 
guide to help them. 

The guide, from More Than 
Gold suggests cost-effective 
answers as well as covering 
sound and lighting, health and 
safety, transmitting live footage 
and more. Marty Woods, who 
leads More Than Gold’s Festivals 
Team said, ‘It’s a minefield 
running a big public event, 
especially when it involves a big 
screen. This guide puts churches 
in touch with the expert advice 
they need to have a roaring 
success’. 

The guide is available as a free 
download from www.morethan 
gold.org.uk/free-resources or call 
More Than Gold on 0845 475 

2012 . 



The Nativity Factor 

ITN Productions is launching a 
new festive competition online 
and via social media to find the 
most creative interpretation of 
the story of the Nativity. 

The Nativity Factor will invite 
people to script, produce and 
submit their own films about the 
nativity. 

Budding producers and 
storytellers will submit videos via 
www.thenativityfactor.com, with 
films then uploaded to a dedicated 
YouTube Nativity Factor channel. 



Thank you 

A LEAVING service was held for 
the former Archdeacon of 
Oxford, the Ven. Julian Hubbard 
last month, as he left to become 
the national Director of Ministry 
for the Church of England. 

Following the service Julian 
said: “Thank you all for your 
various parts in the farewell. I am 
most grateful for the gifts, and 
especially the picture which is a 
lovely memento: the artist is a 
colleague from the Oxford 
Council of Faiths and a leading 
member of the Jericho 
synagogue, so it holds a great 
deal of meaning for me.’’ 



Celebrating 200 years of Church schools 




With their banner are Colette Down, art teacher, Liz Underwood, acting 
headteacher and pupil Max, from Chalfont St Peter School. 
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3EAR GRYLLS 



Bear Grylls is a man who has always 
sought the ultimate in adventure. 
Growing up on the Isle of Wight he was 
taught by his father to sail and climb at 
an early age. 

As a teenager, he found identity and 
purpose through both mountaineering 
and martial arts, which led the young 
adventurer to the foothills of the mighty 
Himalaya and a grandmaster’s karate 
training camp in Japan. On returning 
home, he embarked upon the notori- 
ously gruelling selection course for the 
British Special Forces to join 21 SAS - 
a journey that was to push him to the 
very limits of physical and mental en- 
durance. 

Then, in a horrific free-fall parachut- 
ing accident in Africa, Bear broke his 
back in three places. It was touch and 
go whether he would ever walk again. 



However, only eighteen months later 
and defying doctors’ expectations, 
Bear became one of the youngest 
ever climbers to scale Everest, aged 
only twenty-three. But this was just the 
beginning of his many extraordinary 
adventures . . . 

Known and admired by millions - 
whether from his global adventure TV 
series, as a bestselling author, or as 
Chief Scout to the Scouting Association 
- Bear Grylis has survived where few 
would dare to go. Now, for the first time, 
Bear tells the story of his action-packed 
life, Gripping, moving and wildly ex- 
hilarating, Mud, Sweat and Tears is a 
must-read for adrenalin junkies and 
armchair adventurers alike. Bear is a 
practising Christian and is involved with 
Holy Trinity Brompton, often supporting 
their Alpha Course. 




Mud* Sweat and Tea r s 
Bear Grylls 
RRP £18.99 

Our Price £13.99! 




St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives 



Mail Order 01494 863950 



www.standrewsbookshop.co, uk 



We have bean serving local 
churches for over 50 years. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 362168 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 

HP136RF 

01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
0X4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 
31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 709429 

Woiverton 

50 Church SI 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



For our other branches visit 
www. sta nd rews booksh opco.uk 



Great Christmas Gifts « 



Exclusive 
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God’s Story 
Your Story 
Max Lucado 
RRP £10.99 
Our Price £9.99 
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Glory 

Michael W. Smith 
RRP £9.99 

Our Price £8,99 




Living Beyond 
your Emotions 
Joyce Meyer 
RRP £12.99 
Our Price £10.99 



Response 
Phil Wickham 
RRP £9.99 
Our Price £8.99 



ADRI & 

PLAi!" 

WAR OF THE 

WORLDS 
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War of the Worlds 
Adrian Pless 
RRP £8,99 
Our Price £7.99 




£2 






t 





off! 



When you spend 
£20 instore 



Soul Survivor 
Live 2011 
RRP £12.99 

Our Price £10,99 
Released Nov 1 4th 



£2 off when you spend 
£20 in store. Full price An 
products only* A 
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News 



Who let the dogs in? 



Major improvements in Wendover 



IN BRIEF 



New chairman for PACT 

IAN Hewitt is the new chairman of fostering 
and adoption agency Parents and Children 
Together (PACT). 

Ian takes over from Malcolm Fearn, who 
has retired after five years with the Reading 
based family charity, which celebrates its 
1 00th birthday this year. 

Ian has spent 30 years in the oil and gas 
industry, working for major international 
corporations as a senior executive. During 
his time living and working overseas Ian was 
exposed to the difficulties experienced by 
children and young families living on the 
streets and has always wanted to do more 
to help. 

He says: “I am thrilled to be helping to 
make a difference, particularly in this special 
year when PACT is celebrating its 1 00th 
birthday.” 



Burning the Book 

ONCE upon a time, bishops burned Bibles... 

That was in the days when William Tyndale, 
Bible translator, was considered a heretic, a 
genius, a linguist, an exile and a smuggler, as 
he produced the first ever printed Bible in 
English. Jump To It Theatre will be bringing 
Burning the Book in a fast moving 
performance to uncover Tyndale’s life. 

The show can be seen at All Saints Church, 
Lime Walk, Headington, Oxford at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday, November 1 . 

Tickets cost £5 and £3 For more 
information call Susie Stead on 0796 
2531074. 




Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01 934 61 81 11 
Email: info@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 




ALL creatures great and small, even 
humans, were invited to the first ever 
animal service held at St Giles Church, 
Oxford in October. 

The event was held at the nearest 
Sunday to the feast of St Francis of Assisi, 
in line with other churches across the 
world that hold similar services. 

The Revd Dr Paula Clifford said: “It 
went really well. We had a bigger 
congregation for this service in the 
afternoon than we had in the morning. It 
shows the Church cares about things that 



ordinary people care about, like animals. 
We mainly had cats and dogs and we 
followed RSPCA guidelines, which state 
you should put dogs on one side of the 
church and cats on the other. 

“I have a friend who lives in Sao Paulo 
in Brazil and she holds a service like this 
every year. For the people there, many of 
them living in a box in a very poor but 
very big city, having a pet is a way of 
improving your quality of life beyond 
what we might immediately think of 
here.” 





AN £890,000 refurbishment project has 
modernised St Mary’s Church, Wendover, 
Buckinghamshire, for generations to 
come. 

Vicar, the Revd Mark Dearnley 
described how the congregation moved 
back into the building at Easter after 10 
months of major work. The floor was 
replaced and the lady chapel enclosed 
with glass panels to provide a quiet, 
private area for prayer. The heating 
system and electrics were replaced. 

There is still work to do to complete 
the project including installing new 
noticeboards, updating the St Mary’s 
Centre kitchen, providing more folding 
chairs and installing an audio visual 
system. 

The project was funded through a trust 
that had been put aside for future work, 
along with donations from the 
congregation and people in the parish. 
Mark said: “It’s made a huge difference. 



The place is much more versatile. Part of 
the vision was to create a space that was 
more useful to the community, not just 
for Sunday services. The acoustics are 
fantastic which means it works brilliantly 
for music events as well as for services, 
there is a great feel to it. 

“One of the features of the 
refurbishment was to clean up and 
restore the Victorian font and make 
more of a feature of that and the 
surrounding area. We’ve cleared out 
some of the clutter and the main body of 
the church is great for events like barn 
dances. They have worked very well. 

“We have been enormously moved and 
grateful to all the people in the parish 
and congregation who have worked hard 
and given lots to make this happen. It’s 
been quite an undertaking but to make 
the church useful for generations to 
come is also a great privilege.” 






The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 



Registered Charity No. 202400 



For further information or an application form please contact: 



Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

w w w.dev enishhomes .or g 



There are 23 Bungalows and 2 
flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services 
(excluding Territorial Army and 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England. 



Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 
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Spotlight on 



WYCLIFFE HALL 

- OXFORD - 

Are you looking for... 

Part-time Christian theological study? 
Teaching from top-class academics? 
In-depth insights into theological topics? 
A community committed to Biblical truth? 

The Diploma in Theological and Pastoral 
Studies of the University of Oxford, 
is for you! 

Suitable for independent theological 
study and approved by the Church of 
England for ordination training. 

Recruiting now for 201 2! 
admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 





St Albans Centre 
For Christian 
Studies 



Our programme includes: 

• Study Days - introducing important subjects 
in a matter of hours 

• Bite-Sized Courses - spread over 2, 3 or 4 
evenings 

• Ten-Week Courses - evening classes covering 
a wide range of topics 

• The St Albans Certificate in Theology 

- a 6 module introductory programme of Bible 
Study, Doctrine, Ethics, Christian Practice and 
Church History. 



For more information contact: 

Direct Dial: 01727 890205 
Fax: 01727 850944 
info@christianstudies.org.uk 
www.christianstudies.org.uk 



T# 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 

worship music solution. 

Thpirsands •of hymn* and wonirip songs, oil in 
one box. ready fc pfay. No mojfcaf or technical 
knowledge /eqmred. 



Straight nut of the hnx the 
Hymnal Pius plays over 
2750 fradHicanol hymns, and 
modern worship songs, 
covering av*r 6D00 hymn 
boqk enfrres- 

e 1 9?i.. ™ 

Upgrade or any iime r choosing from an own 
growing I Ur of repertoire additions. 

Wunr SOtPlelhing clsa? T1ir_- Hyrrmul Plus also plays 
ydur Own mp3 and rnidl files. 

Order your FREE infotmarior pock loday. 
fnee Phone - 0900 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnolo^y.com 

1 1 ymn Tech n nkigy ] .u . I n/mnai 
W L .| ihip Muiic. ISduNuiu P L tl 5 





Humour and the Gospels 



Frank Skinner’s recent 
dialogue with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury has brought 
the issue of comedy in the 
Church to the fore. Jo 
Duckies joined a workshop on 
comedy and the gospels run 
by the Revd Sheila 
Rosenthal and Ken Norman. 

H UMOUR in church is a 
powerful way of 
empowering 
congregations to engage 
with the Bible and to live 
out the resurrection. That’s the key 
message from Sheila, who uses her 
academic background in theatre studies 
and theological training to take passages 
of scripture and turn them into a three 
dimensional, dramatic experience for 
congregations she speaks to. Her 
methods are useful for preachers who 
want to bring a biblical text alive and for 
Christians wanting a more creative way 
to look at scripture during private study 
time. 

Ken Norman, from New Tricks 
Training, joined Sheila for a half-day 
workshop at Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 
Ken himself is a comedian and a writer 
and his company provides workshops 
and training to help people improve 
their sales and presentation skills. 

Sheila is naturally very funny. She 
could have an audience or congregation 
in stitches without the use of the various 
props, including one of her dog’s chews 
and the skeleton she recommends for 
preachers. (You can pick one up from 
Ebay for about £50.) 

Sheila’s and Ken’s aims as presenters 
are to make what they speak about 
accessible and interesting to audiences. 
“This isn’t just about comedy and 
presenting, but about helping people 
take away another view of a text,” says 
Ken, pointing out that the average 
attention span is about 20 minutes. “A 
presenter may have three points to get 
over and they have achieved that if their 
audience walk out knowing those points. 
There’s nothing worse than if an 
audience forgets what they have been 
told and it’s a crime if people going to 
church aren’t leaving with a call to 
action.” 

Sheila is known as a joke teller in her 
role as a hospital chaplain, but also runs 
sessions on reflective practices and 
spirituality to nurses and medical 
students. 

She says humour is important because 
it engages people. “It makes people feel 
safe. They respond in a way which 
means that they take ownership and 
then take an interest in what else follows 
on. Instead of being preached at, they 
are preaching with me.” 

Her PhD thesis follows the work of 
The Revd Canon Professor Leslie 
Francis, from Warwick University, an 
expert in religious education, theology 
and psychology who has looked into a 
potential imbalance in the proportion of 
Anglican priests who are introverted, 
compared to the proportion of the 
general population. 




It seems to Sheila that traditional 
Anglican liturgy, including the Book of 
Common Prayer, geared towards an 
introverted mindset which often ends at 
the cross. Sheila, who likens this way of 
doing things to watching a 
Shakespearean tragedy, such as Hamlet 
or Macbeth, where the show ends with 
lots of dead bodies. However, if you 
watch a comedy like As You Like It, the 
ending is full of joyous people, which 
can be likened to the joy of people who 
are living the resurrection. “It’s about 
finding the innate comedy in the 
Gospels - the Jesus who laughed. It’s led 
to a style of preaching I am now trying 
to encourage.” 

Her session was based on what she 
learned doing an MA in Shakespeare 
and performance at Warwick University. 
“If you read the Gospels as a stage script 
you have to work at breaking the text 
apart. You are working more like a script 
writer or stage manager.” 

She presented the five Ws and the H - 
Who, Why, Where, When, What and 
How, which are important in many 
forms of communication. “When you go 
to the theatre that’s exactly what they 
have done. We did this with Shakespeare 
and I use exactly the same technique 
with the Gospels. 

When talking about her life Sheila 
mentions that God’s tenacity should 
never be underestimated. Sheila became 
a Christian at the age of 1 7, and 
immediately sensed her calling, but had 
to get through the Anglican selection 
process. She went on to study 
Philosophy and Literature, where she 
fell in love with Shakespeare and went 
on to complete her MA. She has worked 
as a mortuary technician, police officer, 
been married, divorced and remarried 
and finally, five years ago, got ordained. 

“I should have known better really, but 
as well as having a sense of humour, God 



has tenacity and that shouldn’t be 
underestimated,” she says. 

She points out that the narrow paths 
are the ones that are windy and bendy 
and more interesting, rather than long 
and straight. “We need to be less 
puritan and have more fun. With 
extreme puritanism it seems more 
socially acceptable to be dour than to be 
jolly. 

“When you talk to people in a way that 
suggests you have a colourful past, that’s 
honesty rather than piety. Humour looks 
at the crud of life and turns it into what 
we reflect on and laugh at. It’s a whole 
philosophy as well as a theology of doing 
things.” Email Sheila on 
Mrs.r@orange.net if you would be 
interested in a comedy workshop in your 
parish. For more from Ken Norman 
email ken@newtricks.co.uk or 
www.newtricks.co.uk. 

Pictured above is The Joking Jesus , 
painted by Hugh Dodd 
www.hughdodd.com for the online 
exhibition Laughing Jesus 
jesuschrist.uk.com. Below is The Revd 
Sheila Rosenthal. 
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Family 

Letting go of guilt 




AS he prepares to come to 
Reading as part of a national 
tour, Rob Parsons from Care 
for the Family provides some 
invaluable advice for parents. 

T he love of a parent is like no 
other. Our children can 
disappoint us, hurt us, even 
abuse us, but somehow we 
cannot stop loving them. 
Sometimes it seems that the more they 
cause us to worry, the more we love 
them. We would willingly give our lives 
for these children. And yet as much as 
we love them, as much as we want their 
good, as much as we would give all that 
we possess for their sakes, we cannot live 
their lives for them. Our children make 
choices. And sometimes they are bad 
ones. 

A couple come to my mind. They are 
church leaders and wonderful parents. 
Some years ago they sat with their 
sixteen-year-old daughter in a prison 
cell. She had just been arrested for 
burglary. I will never forget the 
simplicity of what they said to her in the 
cell that night: “Annie, you are breaking 
our hearts, but you will never stop us 
loving you.” 

I am sure that those parents would 
willingly have changed places with their 
child in that cell. But even if it had been 
possible, it might not have been for the 
best. We are their parents; we have spent 
all our lives making things right for 
them, but at times even we have to step 
back a little and let them learn the 
lessons of life. Sometimes the pain is 
part of the coming home. 

The boy in the parable of the prodigal 
son was capable of making choices and 
does so - turning his back on the father 
and the father’s house. He, himself, 



chooses. And yet in spite of the fact that 
our children make their own choices, we 
so often feel the guilt ourselves. 

I have heard that guilt voiced by 
parents all across the world. One couple 
will say, “Where did we go wrong? Would 
it be different if we’d been firmer with 
them?” Another will say, “Perhaps we 
were too rigid.” A woman will say, “If 
only we’d had daily devotions with our 
children”, and another will whisper, 
“Perhaps we forced our faith on them 
too much.” The guilt is gut-wrenching, 
all-pervasive, and sometimes causes us to 
freeze in fear for our children. 

There are thousands of parents who 
feel like this. Parents of teenagers, 
parents of twenty-somethings, and 
elderly parents whose middle-aged 
children are still managing to break 
their hearts. 

So many parents are carrying a heavy 



load of guilt they have no right to bear. 
That’s not to say they have been perfect 
parents. They have just been parents - 
parents who have given this task their 
very best efforts. 

'Adam and Eve had the 
perfect father and lived in 
the perfect environment... 



There’s hardly a mother or father on 
the face of the earth who wouldn’t love 
to have another shot at parenting - to 
rewind the clock and get the chance to 
read all the books and go to all the 
seminars before their children hit the 
teenage years - but even if we had that 
chance, the truth is we’d probably just 
make different mistakes. 



And what if we could have been the 
perfect parents? Adam and Eve had the 
perfect father and lived in the perfect 
environment but they chose a way their 
father didn’t want them to go. In fact 
much of the Bible shows God, the 
perfect parent, saying to his children, 
‘Why are you turning your back on all 
that I have taught you?’ 

Ask God the Father ot 
reach out to your prodigals 
as only he can. ” 



It’s time to lay that guilt down. You 
have carried it long enough. By all 
means ask forgiveness for those things 
you know you’ve done wrong as a 
parent, but then join the rest of us who 
have loved and guided our children as 
much as we could, but who, in the end, 
have to watch as they make their own 
decisions. 

There is nothing so soul-destroying as 
false guilt. Let it go. And begin to ask 
God the Father to reach out to your 
prodigals as only he can. Ultimately they 
are in his hands, not ours. And, in truth, 
it was always so. 

Rob Parsons 

Chairman and Founder of Care for the 

Family 

Adapted from Bringing Home the 
Prodigals by Rob Parsons, published by 
Hodder & Stoughton. 
Rob Parsons will be touring the UK with 
Getting Your Kids Through Church Without 
Them Hating God 
throughout November. He will be at the 
Reading Hexagon on November 23. For 
more information see www.gyktc.org.uk or 
call 029 2081 0800 to book tickets or for 
more information. 




Pupils on song at Christ Church 



CHILDREN from Gerrards Cross CE 
Primary School in Buckinghamshire 
were guests of honour at the annual 
headteachers’ service at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford. 

Around 60 pupils from the school, 
which is celebrating its 150th anniversary 
this year, performed a song written by a 
talented parent. 



Headteacher Nicola Flower, said: “The 
song is about all the school has been in 
the past and all it will continue to be and 
what better way to launch the song than 
at this service.” 

The school had held special picnics, an 
arts week and is looking forward to a visit 
from the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, as part of its anniversary 
year. 



Meaningful chocolate up for grabs 

LAST month the Door 
featured the launch of 
the Meaningful 
Chocolate Company’s 
Christmas campaign 
to put the real festive 
message on the UK’s 
20 million Christmas 
trees. 

Now we have four 
sets of the UK’s first 
ever interactive 
Fairtrade chocolate 
tree decorations to 
give away to the 
winners of our 

November prize draw. The boxes contain a limited edition Christmas card, a 
sticker set of the main nativity characters and six hand wrapped, high quality, 
Fairtrade chocolate decorations. 

The Christmas story can be found on the card and read as you place character 
stickers on the decorations, which can then be hung on your tree as a reminder of 
the real meaning of Christmas. 

For the chance of winning, simply send your name and address to Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. The closing date for 
entries is Friday, November 11. To order the packs, which cost £3.95, go to 
www.MeaningfulChristmas.co.uk or call 0845 330 8900. 
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DID YOU SEE DANIEL? 

Have a look at page 5. Did you see him? Or did you look past him and carry on with your life? 




Like many of the young people who come to 
Centrepoint, Daniel is no stranger to being ignored. 
When he was a child his stepfather used to tell him 
he was in the way and lock him out of the house. His 
mother said she wished she’d never had him* 

"My stepfather used to beat me and say that 1 was 
stupid. Once he held me up against the wall and hit me 
with a hammer" Daniel recalls. 

Daniel left home at 16., He packed his bags and fled to 
London where he hoped life would get better. 

With no home, Daniel spent all his time walking 
around, and spent one night just riding around on 
buses* He was cold, grubby, hungry and tired all of 
the time. He had nobody to talk to or turn to for help. 
Once again he just felt ignored and worthless. 

After a while he managed to get into a cheap 
bed & breakfast; 

“ The rooms were full of older men doing drugs . 

It wasn't a great place to stay so I spent my days 
wandering arotuui outside , w 

While Daniel's story may sound shocking to you, many 
of the homeless young people who come to Centrepoint 
have been through similar experiences. They find 
themselves homeless after being victims of neglect, 
violence, sexual abuse and family breakdown. 

Once on the street, they immediately face new dangers. 
It can take just hours for them to be approached by 
drug dealers and pimps* 

By sponsoring a room at Centrepoint - for 
just 40p day (£12 a month) - you could give 
a vulnerable homeless young person like 
Daniel a safe place to stay right now* 

The Centrepoint room sponsorship scheme offers 
homeless young people like Daniel a secure room of 
their own for up to two years - enough time to turn 
their lives around and turn their back on homelessness 
for good. 

Just think what if will be like for someone like Daniel 
when they open the door of the room you sponsor, for 
the very first time. 

Your room will contain a warm, soft bed where they’ll 
he able to sleep soundly, after night after night of 
feeling scared in an emergency bed & breakfast or on 
the streets. A shower where they’11 be able to stand 
under steaming hot, soapy wafer, after day after day of 
trudging around in clothes that never feel clean* And 
a kitchenette where theyll be able to cook nutritious 



meals that will restore them back to health* 

Call 0800 13 80 473 or visit 
www.centrepointroom.org.uk/door1 

While staying in your room, the young person you're 
helping will receive all the support they need to rebuild 
their life. Counseling to deal with their problems, career 
advice to help them into college or a job, and basic 
life skills, such as how to cook, budget and pay bills. 

So, when they leave Centrepoint, they are ready to live 
independently. When that time comes, they’ll continue to 
receive support for as long as they need it. 

Today, you can give a homeless young person, who is 
being ignored right now, the chance of a new life* All 
it will cost you is 40p a day. Because someone like you 
responded to an advertisement like this a few months 
ago, Daniel is now safe at Centrepoint rather than 
homeless and living in fear. 

So many people don't give homeless young people 
like Daniel a second glance. But today you can be 
the person who chooses not to ignore them* 

Sponsor a room at Centrepoint by 
calling 0800 13 80 473, visiting 
www.centrepointroom.org.uk/door1 
or returning the form below. 



What you'll receive as a Centrepoint 
room sponsor 

• A virtual recreation of your room online that you 
can log Into using personal login details. 

• A plan of your room and information about the 
young person staying in it, through the post. 

• Regular updates about how the young person’s 
life is changing* 

• Information about the new person moving in, 
when the young person currently occupying your 
room moves on. 

If you’d like to sponsor more than one room, 
please do* The more rooms you sponsor, the more 
young lives you’ll change. 






give homeless 
young people 
a future 



ifrj r refill Ears'!# m'JE (a? used fo assist ymng peepte m sponsored rooms and for the fi enoral purposes of CoRtrep&nt - working vrith ftemafess and serially exdndod young paupte. 



Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room and get a homeless young person off the streets for good? 



□ I wish to sponsor a room at £12 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor two rooms at £24 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor rooms at £ a month 



RAP1112VG1C 



Please collect my payment on the 1st/ 15 th ofevery month drdc preferred date) 



Foil Name 



Address 



Postcode 



Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 3)8'^ 



To The Manager: Originator Weiitiricalion No. ^m mm i 0 \\ 7 \ 

Name and full address of your Bank or Building Society: 

Postcode 

Namefs) of Account Holder (s) 



Telephone 



□ Please tick this box and complete your details if yon would like to receive email communications from Can repaint 



Bank Soil Code: m-rom Account Number: I I I 



Instructions to your Dank or Euildins Society: Please pay Gcntrcpoint Direct Debits from the account detailed in this 
Instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may 
remain with Centrepoint and, if so,, details will be passed electronically to my Eank/Euildmg Society. 



Signature's) 



Date 



Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account 



Email 



In accordance with the 1996 Data Protection Act. wc hold your details to provide you wiUi updates and appeals. If you do not wish to 
nftoei™ liiese please com act Ceri™pf>lTti. 






Under the Government's Gift Aid scheme, all donations made 
by UK tax payers are worth a quarter more. 

□ 1 am a UK tax payer and would like Centiepoint to claim back the tax on all donations 1 have 
made for the four years prior to this year, and all donations 1 make from the date of this declaration 
until I notify you otherwise, l understand that I must have paid ail amount of income tax or capital 
gains tax at least equal La the Lax you reclaim oil my donations (at least 25p for cadi £1 donated]. 

Date 



I 



i 



Hi pnrtect the privacy uf theme we kelp, a uilnM ha* been used kn the plmtugiaiiL. 



Please return this form to: CentrepoinL Room Sponsorship, 
Freepost ANG 2640, Colchester C02 8BR. Thank you 

Refpstered Charity No 292411 RAP 1112 V01C 
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Feature 



Re- th i nkin g 

AS a new network launches to share environmental ideas and 
expertise across the Diocese, The Door explores some of the 
exciting schemes launched to help reduce our carbon footprint. 



Join Earthing Faith 

Earthing Faith is a new network and website 
to resource and encourage churches and 
individuals in the Diocese of Oxford to 
connect their faith with the earth. Over the 
past two years the diocese has hosted the 
Earthing Faith website to provide a space 
for churches and individuals to share ideas 
and experiences around the environment. 

A new website has been designed to 
better serve a new network of churches and 



The network will also meet physically to 
share and reflect on environmental issues, 
explore spiritual practices and resources, 
and hear from guest speakers and 
environmental projects from across the 
diocese and beyond. 

The online network is being launched in 
November, and the first physical gathering 
will take place at Diocesan Church House 
on the evening of Thursday, 2nd February 
2012 . 

For more information see 

www.earthingfaith.org; email 
environment@oxford.anglican.org or 
call 01865 208745. 

For more environmental projects see 

www.oxford.anglican.org/environmen 

t/resources/environment-map.html 



individuals engaging in environmental issues 
across the diocese, which will replace the 
existing Oxford Diocese Environment Group. 

The new Earthing Faith network and 
website will enable members to share ideas, 
case studies and resources, as well as 
connect with one another using Twitter and 
Facebook. 



Alternative heat sources 



THE Diocese is encouraging churches 
to explore renewable energy options, 
including biomass boilers and air source 
heat pumps, both known to be more 
environmentally friendly and efficient 
than traditional gas powered heating 
systems. 

Air source heat pumps work by 
extracting outside air and can operate 
even when temperatures are as low as 
minus 15 degrees Celcius. Tony Kerry, 
Deputy Diocesan Surveyor, said they are 
being fitted as standard in new 
parsonages across the diocese, and 
replacing old oil fired boilers, when they 
wear out, as finances allow. 

Biomass boilers work by burning 
wood, usually in the form of logs, pellets 
or chips. The amount of carbon dioxide 
given out is equal to the amount taken 
in by the trees as they are growing, and 

A sunny future 

IN Wokingham members of All Saints 
Church are hoping to get a grant for solar 
panels on the top of their Cornerstone 
community centre. 

The Cornerstone is used as a Friday 
drop-in centre for young people. It also 
houses the Berkshire Counselling 
Centre, the Wokingham Job Support 
Centre and is used for numerous 
community events and classes. 

All Saints Church has won several 
awards under the Eco-Congregation 
Scheme for its efforts to minimize its 
impact on the environment. Part of its 
vision is to develop further as an Eco- 
Congregation and to ensure that its 
buildings are better used by the 
community at large. 

The Revd David Hodgson said: “We 
first thought about putting solar panels 
on the church roof. We could have gone 
for that but it would have been a little 
bit restricted because it’s a very visible 
roof and English Heritage don’t like 
panels if they are visible. 

“There is a massive roof on the 
Cornerstone. It faces East West rather 



far less than the emissions from a 
traditional gas boiler. 

They also encourage the management 
of sustainable woodlands and improve 
the habitat for flora and fauna. 

They have not yet been fitted in 
churches in the Oxford Diocese, but 
Natalie Merry, Secretary of the DAC 
said: “We are very supportive of 
renewable techniques like air source 
heat pumps where they are appropriate, 
but we encourage congregations to take 
a holistic approach to reducing their 
carbon footprint.” 




The Diocese has produced information 
sheets on air source heat pumps and 
biomass boilers. See 

www.oxford.anglican.org/environment 
/resources to download them. 

at Cornerstone 

than south so solar panels still give a 
level of efficiency that make it worth 
doing.” The panels will reduce the 
centre’s carbon emissions, electricity 
bills and is expected to generate funds 
through the Government’s feed-in 
tariffs. 

“The PCC has decided to use the 
money we save to support community 
groups by bringing down the rates for 
hiring the centre. We’ll be getting some 
money coming into the community 
centre whilst reducing carbon emissions 
and it seems like a win win situation.” 

The church is hoping to receive some 
funding from the community site, 
Energy Share, which has helped provide 
marketing material for the fundrasing 
drive. 




To 



www.webjam.com/all_saints_church 
wokingham or 

www.energyshare.com/all-saints- 

wokingham 



renewables 

Solar schools 




CHILDREN are being encouraged to 
come up with ideas to encourage 
businesses to sponsor a project to raise 
£10,000 for solar panels at New Christ 
Church CE Primary School in Reading. 

‘Eco warriors’ (pictured above) have 
been appointed from youngsters in each 
class to brainstorm ways of promoting 
the project. New Christ Church is one of 
only eight schools in the UK to do this 
as part of a pilot scheme, which if 
successful will be rolled out nationally in 
2012. 

Stacey Howarth, acting headteacher, 
said “We were really interested in 
promoting this as part of our Eco 
Schools pogramme. Now it’s all about 
fundraising and children are coming up 
with ideas and designing avatars of solar 
panels for the web site. Each tile will 



cost £5, but is worth £15 to the school. 

“Our main target will be businesses 
rather than parents. It’s all part of 
becoming environmentally sustainable 
as a school and saving money on 
electricity bills. We have an Eco Club 
which meets at lunch times and a 
speaker from the Solar Schools project 
has been in to one of our assemblies.” 

The Solar Schools project aims to help 
and support schools in fundraising for 
solar panels. It is run by 10:10, an 
organization with helps people and 
organizations cut their carbon emissions 
by 10 per cent per year. 




For more see 

www.solarschools.org.uk/newchristc 

hurch/ 



A hub of intelligence 

IN Oxfordshire a Low Carbon Hub is aiming 
to deliver a 50 per cent cut in carbon 
emissions by 2020. 

The hub is a partnership of the 
Community Action Group network, 
ClimateXChange and local authorities who 
will be providing mentoring and other 
services to more than 1 00 communities to 
help them reduce emissions through 
community action. 



The scheme, which will be officially 
launched in December, will initially work 
across Oxford city and Oxfordshire, but if it 
proves successful, could expand further. 
Once its website is launched, its online 
services will be available to all. It will help 
communities make the most of economies of 
scale, provide resources and online guides, 
models and templates as well as offering 
advisors, training courses and networking 
events. 



Solar income 



SOLAR panels fitted on two churches in 
the Diocese of Oxford are helping 
generate income. 

The panels, which harness energy 
from the sun to provide electricity to 
churches have been fitted at All Saints, 
Wing and St George’s, Newbury. Since 
late February 129 panels have been in 
action at St George’s, and are projected 
to generate annually over 24,000 kWh of 
electricity and around £8,000 of income 
from feed-in tariffs. 

The Vicar at St George’s, the Revd 
Paul Cowan said: “At this point we have 
generated 21,000 kWh of electricity and 
are expecting to reach or slightly exceed 
the annual target.” 

The Revd Derek Witchell, vicar of All 



Saints was delighted when he was told 
feed-in tariffs will mean his church will 
make £3,000 per year from its 54 solar 
panels. “I have a vision that people will 
have these panels on their roofs and on 
the village school,” he said. “They are 
installing them on the vicarage in 
November.” 

There are also plans for the panels at 
Henley St Mary’s and Owlsmoor and 
four other churches are in the process of 
getting permission. 

The Diocese is rolling out a 
programme of the money-saving panels 
on vicarage roofs. So far 11 vicarages 
have been fitted with the panels, with 28 
more in the planning stages. 
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Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 ( 8 ft) and many on M 27 ( 4 ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 



Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 



DEACONS NURSERY 



Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 



Email: info@deacDnsnurseryfruitsco.uk 
or visit our website 



www.deaconsnurseryfruitsco.uk 



To Advertise 
CcJI 

01752 

225623 




MFTROSF BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SFFKS 1 NJFW 
M\NU 9 CRIPTSIN 
AIL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: info Omel rosebooks.co.uk 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD1011 





TREVOR DEAN 
STONEMASON 



Pinks/TyPost 



luEVOM t'WWEKS tOK EYEKY OCq^fOON \ 

WlkQMJlsn 

(£12.501 



them know you *re 

thinking of them , 



- _ pfrmt* 

I Call OIS03 S72361 or mil pinksbypvstjwjuk I 



Eccelestical, commercial & domestic projects 



Tel: 01295 750003 Mob: 07581 100322 
www.trevordeanstone.com 



ST. JOSEPH'S COLLEGE 

RbADiNG ■ MltKilllltt 



Open DAY 

St Joseph's College Preparatory School 

Thursday 1 Till: Nivvrjiihtr 201 1 , fl.15 am - 12:1 5 pm 

St Joseph's College 

Thursday 1 7lh Nurembtr 1011. 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

In tc.vtiv pJaff w fhf C^fTi Ttof t plwe raJI rhf ra 

Cl] IH-WCi UAH . 1 lc LiiLul mL\ i cv* « fi Mpl lw rfl LyLi lijcJiii yj i ?. uk 
We lock Eccv^jd Lo swing yOL 
www stjo^ephsroLlegerctidiiig to uk 



Feature 

Reflections on 



This month will see the UK come to a standstill for a poignant two minutes on thel 1th hour 
of the 1 1th day of the 1 1th month 2011. Joan van Emden and the Revd Jane Manley 
reflect on what Remembrance means for Christians in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 



n Friday 11 November, 
much of the nation will 
come to a standstill for 
two minutes, the first, it is 
said, to remember those 
who died in war, and the second to 
remember, in the words of Harry Patch, 
the last veteran of the Great War 
trenches, ‘the people left behind, 
mourning.’ 

It is in part for these people that we 
need commemoration. The impact of 
the death of a soldier on active service is 
felt not just immediately by his or, 
sometimes nowadays, her, family, but as 
a wound that may never totally heal. In 
the summer of 2010, 97 year old Lily 
Baron visited the grave of her father, 
killed in France in November 1917. On 
her wreath, she wrote ‘I’ve missed you 
all my life.’ The loss of a soldier in war 
can reverberate in the family for almost 
a hundred years. 

‘ . .for many thousands , 
their loved ones had no 
known grave../ 



The inauguration of the Cenotaph 
and the tomb of the Unknown Warrior 
in Westminster Abbey in 1920 played a 
surprisingly large part in comforting 
those who had lost loved ones in the 
Great War, especially women. An 
observer wrote, ‘They seemed to feel 
that it was at last possible to give some 
expression to the feelings that they were 
compelled to subdue while the war 
continued.’ 
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An estimated one and a quarter 
million people filed past the Unknown 
Warrior in the week before his grave was 
sealed. They now had a focus for their 
grief — for many thousands their loved 
ones had no known grave - and they 
identified with the nameless soldier they 
were honouring: he might be, and so for 
some people he emotionally became, 
their husband, their son. 

Today, the ceremonies at Royal 
Wootton Bassett have given recognition 
and solemnity to the memory of those 
killed in Afghanistan; the pain of 
families who have lost loved ones is 
acknowledged by their fellow 
countrymen. The very moving website of 
Help for Heroes 

(www.helpforheroes.org.uk) has a page 
dedicated to the fallen in Afghanistan. 
Beside a photograph of the soldier they 
mourn, the family write their own words 
of love and grief; many also raise money 
for the charity as a lasting memorial. 

On Remembrance Sunday, our prayers 
are for them. But as Harry Patch, who 
shook hands with the last German 
veteran of his war, memorably said, ‘ Let 
us remember those who died on both sides of 
the line’. We remember not just our dead 
of two World Wars, Iraq and 
Afghanistan, but the dead of every 
nation involved, our ‘enemies’ as well as 
our allies. No nation is blameless in war, 
as my own family shows: my late 
husband was German, of Jewish 
background, and lost many of his 
relatives in concentration camps; he was 



born in Dresden, which was terribly 
destroyed by my countrymen. If we are 
to be truly reconciled, we have to accept 
our own responsibility. 

Today we are all more immediately 
involved than in the past, hearing the 

‘If we are to be truly 
reconciled we have to accept 
our own responsibility. ’ 



name and seeing on television a 
photograph of each soldier killed in 
Afghanistan. We should also remember 
and pray for the others whose names we 
don’t know, whose lives and culture are 
very different from our own. In a small 
book of prayers from the First World 
War are the following words, which are 
still appropriate today: 

O Jesus, who, dying on the Cross, didst 
forgive and pray for Thine enemies; we ask 
Thy mercy for ourselves and for those who 
fight against us that, our sins being forgiven 
through Thy passion and death, we may all 
attain to the happiness of eternal life. Amen 
Quotations from The Quick and the Dead: 
fallen soldiers and their families in the Great 
War, by Richard van Emden, pub. 
Bloomsbury, October 2011 
Prayer from A Simple Prayer Book for 
Soldiers, issued by HMSO by arrangement 
with the Catholic Truth Society, undated, hut 
used in the Great War. 

Joan van Emden is a Lay Minister at 
Christ Church , Reading. 
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Remembrance 




n Sunday 8^ November 
1987, as people gathered 
around the Enniskillen 
cenotaph, an IRA bomb 
went off. Eleven people 
died that day including the daughter of 
Gordon Wilson. Later that day he 
spoke to the BBC’s reporter, Mike 
Gaston: 4 1 have lost my daughter and we 
shall miss her. But I bear no ill will. I 
bear no grudge. Dirty sort of talk is not 
going to bring her back. . . ’ These 
were words that spoke of forgiveness. 

He later wrote ‘We ask God to forgive 
us, but we are subject always to his 
condition that we must forgive others. 
God’s forgiveness is ultimate, ours is the 
forgiveness of man to man.’ 

\..we can never 
underestimate \ or 
undervalue , how hard 
forgiveness can be. ’ 



Gordon Wilson’s words and his 
courage had a profound effect on many 
people who looked upon his words with 
great admiration, but we can never 
underestimate, or undervalue, how hard 
sometimes forgiveness can be. 
Forgiveness can be costly and for some 
seemingly impossible, particularly when 
the other side, so to speak, is 
unrepentant. 



It can seem a never-ending process 
when each day we have to live with the 
wrongs of others. Wars change lives and 
societies. This autumn over nine million 
people across the country have tuned in 
to watch the second series of Downton 
Abbey , a vivid portrayal of how war affects 
and changes people and of subsequent 
broken relationships and 
misunderstandings. As we watch the 
upstairs/downstairs life of this family we 
see how much war is instrumental in 
breaking down barriers, of affecting 
every class of society, of how people’s 
lives have changed as they have had to 
cope with grief and disabilities, and the 
catalytic changes to their styles of life 
and expectations. 

But for some, war is transformational, 
a time of reaching one’s full potential, 
of looking beyond our own seemingly 
narrow lives, as clearly portrayed by both 
Lady Sybil and Lady Edith as they turn 
to the needs of the soldiers. Through 
the changes and destruction that 
conflict brings, be it between nations or 
individuals, we need to try and seek 
peace and reconciliation, to learn to 
honour and value each other, to respect 
each other’s differences, to cross the 
bridges that divide us, to move towards 
the peace that passes understanding and 
to look towards a future of hope. 

This year the Royal British Legion 
celebrates its 90th anniversary and the 
work of the Legion has helped and 
supported service families and 
individuals over the years. Its values 
speak of remembering and giving thanks 



for sacrifice in the cause of freedom but 
also looking to a future of hope and 
peace, not one of bitterness and 
recriminations. 

As we draw together as a nation on 
Remembrance Day to honour those men 
and women who have died and those 
many who bear the scars of war, both 
visible and invisible, we pray that our 
lives may be open to the possibility of 
change and reconciliation, to seeking 

'...nothing will be able to 
separate us from the love of 

God. . . 



forgiveness and understanding of each 
other in the sure and certain knowledge 
that nothing will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’. 

And so we pray: 

O God, look in mercy 

on the deep divisions of our world. 

Set in our hearts the spirit of penitence, 
forgiveness and reconciliation, 
that the day may soon come when we no 
longer distrust 

or fear one another, but are drawn together 
in unity of purpose, in understanding, 
and in love, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. ©CTBI 

The Revd Jane Manley is Curate at St John 
the Baptist Church , Crowthorne and 
Chaplain to the Crowthorne Branch of the 
Royal British Legion. 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emmet it 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettturniture.com 



Holidays 

Race 18 X 



NOVA PRESS 



Nova Press is a friendly family 
run business specialising in 
parish magazines, newsletters 
and general printing needs. Our 
parish magazines start from £80 
for 200 magazines of 24 pages 
excluding any artwork. 
Call Trevor on 
07778 531265 



Writing four Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for 
family and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 
Contact Sally Gray at 

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds 
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 

E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 





The* Fellowship of 
C ;o n tc m pi a tive Prayc r 



Advent Quiet Day 
Lent Quiet Day 

2 seasonal Quiet Days 

For use by groups or individuals. 

Pack includes CD and suggestions for use 
£6 each or £1 0 for both 

Home-based Retreat Pack 

Flexible, based on a CD with five 
contemplative ‘exercises’. 

Full instructions on paper included 
Can be used by an individual; by a prayer 
group; by a Parish; as a Lent Course etc 
£5 per pack - or £4 each for 5 or more 

Free Introductory CD 
with each order 

The FCP is committed to providing 
contemplative prayer resources for 
individuals and groups 

Cheques: The Fellowship of Contemplative Prayer 
Send to: The Literature Secretary (G), 

The Lawn, Shebbear, Devon, EX21 5RU 



www.contemplative-prayer.org.uk 
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In days Like these, who will invest into the next generation? Cross Rhythms 
is now being stretched to expand its media voice to reach many more youth 
in the UK and around the world. But we need you to help us GROW... 



THERE’S A SENSE OF GREAT 
ADVENTURE AT CROSS 
RHYTHMS THIS YEAR! 

At a time of financial uncertainty around the world, 
paradoxically doors of amazing opportunity are now opening 
to Cross Rhythms to stretch into a season of expansion! 

Since 1983 Cross Rhythms has been impacting youth and 
the wider community with a Christian message through 
media. We have established 3 Cross Rhythms FM radio 
stations in UK cities, our radio shows go to more than 50 
stations worldwide, and the Cross Rhythms website is one 
of the most popular UK youth sites, reaching more than 
700,000 people each year. 

Here’s some wonderful news I heard last week from one of 
our shows: “This Sunday just gone a lady came to church 
for the first time after listening to the Audacious Radio 
Show, and gave her life to Jesus”. 

Cross Rhythms is already touching the lives of thousands 
of young people every day, but now, at a time when many 
are facing a season of reducing, God is calling Cross 
Rhythms to go boldly forward into a season of expansion. 
Let me explain... 

BETHLEHEM 

In June the staggering news that 11 leaders in Bethlehem 
wanted Cross Rhythms to set up a radio station to 
reach the young Arab generation in their wonderful city, 
opened up a whole new horizon for this ministry. 



“I was doing the show this morning when Nabeel had 
someone sitting in with him. The guy didn't know who I 
was but realised that I do the show. He said he is a huge 
fan and he loves the music. ” 

Bethlehem lives with ongoing threat of war; there is 50% 
unemployment; 48% are under 18; young people are 
indoctrinated into hatred; there is little hope, and a typical 
wage for a young person is £5 per day. Despite all this a 
huge number of young people have Smartphones; and 
over 70% of Palestinians have access to the internet! 

Through a strong, relevant website our vision is to engage 
with this unique community of young people, and so 
positively influence the values and mindset of the emerging 
young Palestinian generation. 




Already several highly respected Arab Christian leaders 
have joined a board of reference and are advising us: a 
station name has been agreed; a comprehensive 
equipment list has been prepared; and a base for studios 
has also been found - a house perfectly located near 
Manger Square, once used as a prayer house during the 
seige of the Church of the Nativity. It can house a 
reception, two studios, a production area, meeting room, 
manager's office and a bedroom. It is ideal! 



For two years we have pioneered a weekly radio show in 
Bethlehem, and it is from this basis the opportunity for a 
radio station has emerged. We are encouraged that our 
unique model of radio is able to engage young people 
whatever their cultural background. Here is recent 
feedback from our presenter in Bethlehem: 



How you can help... 



Yes, I stand with Cross Rhythms to GROW 
at this pivotal time of expansion 

□ I would like to give a one off gift of £ 



□ I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘Cross 
Rhythms) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO as a 
one off gift 

Card number □ □□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Issue number Expiry date □ □ □ □ 

□ Please send me information on becoming a regular 
supporter of Cross Rhythms 

□ Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 



Name:_ 



Address:_ 



Postcode :_ 
E-mail: 



_Tel:_ 



i 

Please cut out this form and post it to: L! 

Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1XR. 

Alternatively you can call 01 782 ^ 

251 000 to make a donation or go to 
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 

www.crossrhythms.co.uk 



Great progress already! And once the equipment and 
property have been financially secured, our goal is to 
install and set up the base in early 2012. What an 
opportunity! And what a privilege! 

THAILAND 

Young Muslims in Bethlehem is one thing. How about 
young Buddhists? In three short months Cross Rhythms 
Thailand has been born! 




Yep, a conversation with a CEO at Thai National Radio, 
just north of Bangkok, became the launch, in August, of a 
six month trial for the very first Cross Rhythms Thailand 
radio show! And the CEO has stated she might pitch it to 
the national network, the equivalent of the BBC! Wow, 
what influence! 

Already we are getting feedback: “We thank God that we 
can broadcast the radio program from Cross Rhythm. We 
start to tell the local churches in Central Thailand so that 
they can use the radio broadcast to evangelize in their 
places too.” 

Whilst this comment was received from a Buddhist lady 
who is an English teacher in a large town 50 kilometres 
away: “I have just listened to Crossrythms on computer - 
my radio did not work. It's great. Mr DJ is very nice.” 

Miraculously God has connected us with a young Thai 
Christian, who presents the show in Thai to the local 
people. In a Buddhist nation, it is incredible to see how the 
Cross Rhythms model of Christian radio can stand up in 
the marketplace: empowering local Christians to be ‘salt & 
light’ to their own community. 



INDIA 

Muslims? Buddhists? How about young Hindus? After 
contact from Pastor Mallamari in Warangal, India, we are 
now evaluating a partnership with Indian churches to 
deliver a Cross Rhythms station to their city! 




Recently a generous supporter offered to pay for a flight to 
India, and in response within days our contact had put 
together an excellent itinerary that showed the substance 
of local support: meetings with at least 6 primary church 
leaders including the head of the churches of Warangal; a 
pastor for a tribal community; and an orthodox Hindu 
convert working with student groups. 

UK YOUTH 




Muslims? Buddhists? Hindus? But what about secular 
Britain? At Cross Rhythms it is time to redouble our 
efforts to reach the youth of our nation! 

The recent riots across the UK revealed again a youth 
generation rejected, alienated, trapped in brokenness and 
far off from their Heavenly Father. At this time God has 
shown us He is a Father to the fatherless and he is 
calling us to reveal His Fatherheart to that youth 
generation through media: we are working for more UK 
FM radio stations; we are now filming online TV 
programmes where young people share on issues such as 
cancer, suicide, disability, eating disorders and witchcraft; 
and the MyVoice project to empower young Christians to 
share their faith through media is developing. 

THE NEXT STEPS? 

Cross Rhythms is responding to the call of God to 
stretch for greater effectiveness! We punch well above 
our weight, and in this season of expansion we are 
bursting with opportunity. 

Today I would ask you to consider what you invest into the 
younger generation? What is the value to reaching the 
emerging generations with a powerful life changing 
introduction to their Heavenly Father? 

Through Cross Rhythms you can help reach millions of 
‘broadcast children’ around the world! Our children’s and 
grandchildren’s generation. 

To stand with us simply complete and return the form. 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 





PLYMOUTH 


RH^THMSV^J 


96.3 FM 
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The Doorpost 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in November 2011. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is 4 November 2011. 



FRIDAY 4 NOVEMBER 



OXFORD: The Unicorn Group open 
meeting at 1 Canterbury Road, North 
Oxford begins at 1 2.30pm (bring own 
lunch). Email ellislynda@sky.com for 
details. 

SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER 



BANBURY: St Mary’s Church annual 
craft fair. More than 40 stalls. Free 
entry. 1 0am - 4pm. www.stmarys 
church-banbury.org.uk 

TUESDAY 8 NOVEMBER 



GROVE: Intercessions workshop at St 
John’s Rooms, Main Street at 8pm. 
Beginners welcome. Phone 01 1 8 934 
3909 for details. 

THURSDAY 10 NOVEMBER 



OXFORD: The Prayer Book Society 
Cranmer heats at St Edward’s School, 
Oxford at 3.30pm. Details 01 1 89 
842582 or email pbs.admin@ 
pbs.org.uk 



society and possibilities for the 
churches’. 1 0am to 1 pm (free lunch) at 
St Clement’s Family Centre, Oxford. 
Details and bookings (by 7 November) 
to Alison on 01 865 208213 or 
alison.webster@oxford. 
anglican.org 

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER 



PRESTWOOD: Holy Trinity Church 
HP1 6 OHJ are hosting a talk by Sister 
Frances Dominica, the inspiration 
behind Helen and Douglas House 
Hospice. Tickets £5. Details 01 494 
863627 or 01494 868537. 

SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER 



TWYFORD: ‘Promoting Prayer’ 
workshop at St Mary’s Church Centre, 
Station Road from 1 0am -3pm. For 
anyone who wants to help people 
pray. Cost £5. Details and bookings 
0118 934 3909. 

FREELAND: Drop-in Quiet Day at the 
Old Parsonage from 1 0am - 4pm. No 
booking needed - bring own lunch. 



in the Proiry Room at Christ Church, 
Oxford from 1 0.1 5am. 
‘Musculoskeletal mechanobiology: a 
little strain goes a long way.’ - by Dr 
Mark Thompson. Details 01865 
761476. 

SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER 



APPLETON: Church bazaar and food 
fayre from 2pm - 4pm in the village 
hall. 

NEWBURY: Heart for Truth charity will 
be holding a prayer and praise 
evening at St Mary’s Church, 
Greenham at 7.30pm. Details 01635 
760305 or www.heartfortruth.org.uk 

NEAR ABINGDON: The Sobell 
Christmas gift fair will be at Radley 
College today and tomorrow from 
1 0am - 5pm. Details www.sobell 
hospicecharity.org.uk 

WOUGHTON ON THE GREEN: St 

Mary’s Church Christmas Fayre at 
4pm with a special children’s corner. 
Details 01 908 665113. 



SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 



GREAT MISSENDEN: St Peter and St 
Paul Church are holding a hobbies, 
craft and art event from 1 1 am - 4pm. 
Details 01494 862606. 

MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 



ALDWORTH: Christmas bazaar and 
turkey tasting in Aldworth village hall 
(RG8 9RU) from 9am - 1 pm. Details 
01635 578090. 



READING: St Mark’s Church RG30 
2TA are holding an organ recital by 
Graham Ireland at 7.30pm. Free 
entrance. Details 01 18 975 7944. 



WEDNESDAY 23 NOVEMBER 

TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 1 0.1 5am. Details 
01491 571231. 

STEEPLE ASTON: St Peter and St 
Paul’s Church are holding a barn 
dance at 7pm to raise funds for the 
Jubilee Bell appeal. Tickets £10 (incl. 
supper). Details 01869 347654. 

THURSDAY 24 NOVEMBER 

OXFORD: The Retired Clergy meeting 



AMERSHAM: The Free Church (HP14 
3AP) will be hosting ‘Music from the 
New World’ concert by the Chiltern 
Camarata orchestra. Tickets £1 2 
(cone £1 0. Under 1 4s free). Tickets 
and details from 01 494 8831 1 2 or 
email richard.morbey 
@gmail.com 

SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER 

AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels are holding a 
service of Advent carols at 6pm. 

COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church 
Advent carol service at 6.30pm. 



OXFORD: The Council of Christians 
and Jews talk by Fiyaz Mughal OBE - 
‘Christianity, Islam, Judaism and the 
work of Faith Matters’. Begins at 
7.30pm at Wesley Memorial Hall, 
New Inn Hall Street. Details 
ceo@ccj.org.uk 

TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 



OXFORD: The Urban Priority Action 
Group are holding a morning forum - 
Theme ‘Current challenges to civil 

Courses & special events 

PREACHING COURSE: This course is for five Tuesday 
evenings beginning on 1 November (7.1 5pm - 9.30pm) at 
Loughton, Milton Keynes. It is designed for those who are 
beginning to preach with useful advice on preaching and an 
introduction to the theology of preaching. Details and 
booking form from sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND: 

Saturday 5 November from 1 0am - 4pm at Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford. This day will aim to explain the 
history and structures of the Church of England, so that you 
can more easily understand our church. Cost £1 8 (bring 
packed lunch). Details and booking form from sheila.towns 
end@oxford.anglican.org 

REFRESH, REVIEW, RECEIVE: 3Rs is a monthly evening of 
food, worship, consultation and training for all of those 
working with children and young people organised by 
Oxford CYM (Centre for Youth Ministry). It begins on 3 
November at 6pm at CMS House, Watlington Road, 

Oxford. Details and booking information from Lynda on 
01865 787455. 

MEND THE GAP FOLLOW-UP DAY: Faith, You and 
engaging with Teens’ - A high quality day with lunch 



included to explore our own faith and to look at the ‘how’s, 
why’s and where’s’ of engaging with teenagers. The day will 
be held on Saturday 1 2 November in South Bucks from 
9.45am - 4pm. Details from Ian Macdonald on 01 865 
208253 or email youthofficer@oxford.anglican.org 

SEMINAR AND DISCUSSION - ‘ANGLICAN CLERGY 
SPOUSES': This event is to explore the position, 
experiences and changing role of clergy spouses. It will 
take place at Hatfield College, Durham University from 7pm 
- 9pm on 24 November. Details and bookings to sarah- 
jane.page@durham.ac.uk 

OXFORD CENTRE FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH EVENT: 

Saturday 1 2 November and Saturday 26 November from 
1 0am - 4pm at Corpus Christi College, Oxford. T S Eliot’s 
Four Quartets: Explorations and Meditations on Unheard 
Words and Timeless Moments. Bookings and information 
from info@ocsg.uk.net or 07919 51 7 51 6. 

CAP MONEY - A free 3 session budgeting course begins 
on 31 October from 7.30pm - 9.30pm at The Mish, 57f St 
Clement’s Street, Oxford 0X4 1 AG. Register by 28 
October, www.capmoney.org or phone 01 865 246674. 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 1 1.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



O Children 

need families 

Can we help you build your 
q family through adoption? 

O 

Thinking about adoption? 

Information Event 

Wednesday 2nd November 20 1 1 

6.30pm to 8.00pm 




Contact 
01908 572700 
enquiries@sfes.org.uk 

Venue 

Sc Francis' Children's Society 
Colfis House 
4E Nfwpnil Rfwci 
Woolitont 
Milton Keynes MK35 QAA 



St. Francis' 

CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY 

www.sfcs.org.uk 

rhanry hJiirwr ! I 





l ' mwt. WW 51 OT 



CALL: 0845 122 6902 aUtOS3Ve f 

OR VISIT: WWW.AUTOSAVE.CO.uk 



Hi AutO: 



how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, ary model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 
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THE WHEATSHEAF CONSORT 

We are a small Bloxham-based 
chamber choir specialising in church 
music and cathedral visits. 

We are seeking to increase our 
numbers in all four sections and would 
welcome new members who have good 
sight-reading skills and an interest in 
singing in some of the most beautiful 
buildings in the United Kingdom. 
Please telephone 01295 721501 in the 
first instance for more details. 



Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 






" “X 

f /W\RIJINGTON .^TOLlSb 



Caring for the elderly mentally infirm 

Wc jrc Itmj* eyrjibli&hc'd. Family mn home with :m excellent reputation for earing tor the 
tMerly mentally eaiHnu r parlikjukrly llio-ie with Akheimer^ dbelSc.WeuiTcr a rrkxod and 
huppry unvinminent, when; mnickithi rrttiin tkir fraJcai] of choice find individuality. 
We tiyniM routine I niiii| nil Iberia ue fccdfttlvn: drufjiK. 











W,i n Ei i igi i ii i, \\itAw\\0*onC)X\7 l£l> lil OIW 7WM? 
(Five mitttifesjnm Jtwffltin 11 gh t£h r M JO) 

\ " Lsi I mil Wills i IV .ir www w ii ii Li i ig ! l ill .^'i 1 1 1 1 
nr c mail gL i i rgn .tLsJ hi I Lk j Kv ,i rdington .ro in 



Refill rnt'j iiirfrce to up 
and yp to bud when diey 
rhnn^ n nd uvit between mcjlls 
It they wish . 

A II bednurnns are ligh t ;i nd 
liry with Imv windows and 
most have e^cdknt views. 

Ilie home li.it sMciifc guldens 
and j^rouiiilsi « r here residents 
mnv ^Irnll ahnni wh^m-vi r 
and wherevtt they like. 



Many enjoy our minihiis tripH 
through xhc country lanes. 

'//Akdincton , S^OUSld 



Hym\ are looking lor 
^oinowh^rL- with the facilities 
And experience ti> c.tre tdr 
pcopli-p no matter whar the 
futuru may 1 ki-Ih L then call 

CcuiTCc Tvdi ill or Mngxic 

l^umplev wliu will he plra’.-ed 
to a n snircr too r qi icstLons, send 
you .1 hrochiirc, ot Arrange Uvr 
vmi to look Around the home. 



Direct telephone line: 1112^5 717123 . 




H. 



rm 



beyond individualism 

Why civil Society Needs Christian Political Engagement 



Speakers include: 

Phillip Blond, Lord Glasman, 
Os Guinness, Franck Margain, 
Eimert van Middelkoop, 
Bishop Michael Naztr-Ali 

ECPM London Event 
Friday 25th Saturday 26th 
November 2011 

Sponsored Places Available 



» 



jjecpm 



www.beyondmdividuaNsm.org 





See special 
feature on 
pages 
16 and 17 




$KK( 0 ltfc^ 

Stanton House, a retreat near Oxford, needs new 
resident members to provide a relaxed environment 
for guests. The couple appointed will combine a love 
for people with practical skills: 
management, cooking, housekeeping, gardening, 
maintenance etc. Full board and lodging are 
provided plus an honorarium. 




Old jewellery appeal 



Rcg-iicrctf charity ne. 2 199 



Send your unwanted jewellery to: 

O J T Campaign 
Diabetes UK 
FREEPOST LON12857 
London NW1 2YF 

And convert it into funds to support Diabetes UK. 



Diabetes 

UK 






Do you have an odd cufflink or earring, a watch that doesn't 

tick, a discarded necklace or a ring that doesn't fit? 



Please request an application form from: 
office@stantonhouse.org.uk or write to Stanton House, 
Stanton St John, Oxford 0X33 1HF 



EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk 
£175 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 
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Arts 



Tackling the afterlife 



By Joan van Emden 



W hat do we believe about life after 
death, heaven and hell? What is a 
‘saint’? Most of us would find it 
hard to define these terms clearly, in spite 
of the way we use them, weekly declaring 
our belief in the Community of Saints but 
probably not thinking too closely about 
what we might mean. 

Professor Tom Wright, formerly 
Bishop of Durham, has been brave 
enough to tackle these expressions in a 
lively and robust way, giving us his 
interpretation on the basis almost 
exclusively of Scripture. His main thesis 
is that the Anglican Church is losing 
sight of critically important aspects of 
the faith by adding to or changing what 
is presented in the Gospels, and that we 
need to go back to the Bible. 

New Testament teaching is that life 
after death for the Christian is a time of 
peaceful, conscious existence followed 
by the resurrection of the body into the 
‘transformed, glorious likeness of Jesus 
Christ.’ This after-life is available in 
equal measure to every believer: Tom 
Wright has no time for an artificial 
distinction between ‘saints’ and 
everyone else, and so dismisses All Souls 
as irrelevant and unnecessary - All Saints 
covers us all. Souls get short shrift here 
as the Bible concentrates much more on 
our bodies. 

Purgatory is dismissed in vigorous 
terms: ‘I cannot stress sufficiently that if 
we raise the question of punishment for 



For all the saints? 
Remembering the 
Christian departed 

Tom Wright 

SPCK: £8.99 




sin, this has already been dealt with on 
the cross of Jesus’. 

Neither does Wright have time for ‘the 
modern doctrine of a creeping 
universalism’. Yes, the Bible speaks of 
the wages of sin being death, but, like 
many people, I find it impossible to 
reconcile eternal damnation with the 
cross: if any person remains in hell for 
ever, then Our Lord’s sacrifice was, for 
that person, in vain. I do not feel, as 
Tom Wright does, that this belief in any 
way lessens the impact of evil. In spite of 
some doubts about involving the saints 
in our prayers, Wright has included a 
moving and beautiful passage about 
prayer for the dead, which he rightly 
sees as a continuation of the love that 
existed during the lifetime of the 
deceased. 

This book is interesting, written with 
passion and energy. There is, however, a 
slight feeling at the end that the author’s 
dislikes and disapprovals feature even 
more strongly than his joy at the 
prospect of eternal life. 

Joan van Emden is a lay minister at Christ 
Church, Reading 




Icons in Aylesbury 



THE world of religious iconography is set 
to be brought alive at St Mary the Virgin 
Church, Aylesbury by new artist in 
residence, Constantina Wood. 

Constantina, whose residency will be 
officially launched at a special event on 
Wednesday, November 23rd, will be 
running a School of Iconography 
throughout term times. She is keen to 
liaise and work with local schools and is 
planning to run half term courses for 
children on Sacred Art at the church. It 
is hoped that she will work towards an 
exhibition of religious art at the end of 
2012. 

Rector, the Revd Shane Wood, was 
excited about the residency. He said: 
“This is an exciting new development at 
St Mary’s. Constantina is an 



accomplished artist specializing in 
Iconography. To have such a talented 
person working alongside the St Mary’s 
team to welcome people and share gifts 
and skills, encouraging the appreciation 
of arts and, in particular, the relationship 
between art and spirituality, is extremely 
exciting. It is encouraging to see the 
programme already developing whereby 
both young and old will be able to 
benefit from her teaching and 
encouragement. ” 

Constantina said: “After working and 
developing my skill in this very different 
art form for nearly a decade, I am very 
keen to share both the spiritual and 
artistic aspects of iconography.” 

Above are Constantina s images of the Woman 
at the Well and Moses. 




Solar Panel 

SMC Installation 

SOLAR POWER 



The Solar Power Specialists - Connecting with the Power of Nature 

Get FREE Electricity: EARN up to £7 800 p.a. from your Roof 
(South facing is best but East and West work too.) 

* 25 years guaranteed index-linked income from Feed-in-Tariffs tFITsJ - 
tax free for homeowners 

* Eam 43.3pence for every unit you produce whether you use it or not. 

* Free electricity - use what you make and save on bills 

* Sell back what you don't use - and generate additional income 

* Significantly reduce your carbon footprint and do your bit for the environment 

* Zero running costs and completely silent 

* Typical return on investment 1 1 -15% and adds value to your property 

5 MC Solar is a Cbristion-mn company specialising in renewable energy 
and committed... To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain 
and renew the earth . " (from Anglican "Five Marks of Mission " - No. 51 

Contact us today for a free quote Tel: 01367 71 8833 
Email: info@smcsolar.co.uk www.smcsolar.co.uk 



1 1 ■ ^ . I* v I ■ I . in:-! /-J L l h 







16 



Advertisement Feature 



the Door NOVEMBER 2011 



Princes Risborough Music Society and 
Marlow Choral Society present: 




f ‘ - 



f 



<HarwfcTs 
9Kgssiah 

<]Jig version 'with, orchestration 
by Sir ^Eugene Goosseris 



* Sunday c I^Jovem6er zf h 2011 
7,30pm 

Swan oJIaeatre, 

5iigh ( W^com6e 

qJRc Qy gnus Orchestra of ^ojufoit 
Conductor - Christopher grant 

■ 

^ Sofoists - 

Quire Qeaton Soprano 
^Kjate Syionds- cjajf j^ezzo- 



;| l ’*• 3>«ieigo^ 

1 1 f | 0imcan ^odc 



Soprano 

oJenor 

qjass 



1 



Tickets £12.00 or £16.00 from 01844 
342202, 07976 848002, Princes 
Risborough Information Centre, 
Marlow Information Centre or 
Wycombe Swan Theatre 






M* 




Rise 




Registered 
Charity No: 272795 



Supported by 
Wycombe District 
Council 






rq 

<.2i 



'A 



Registered 
Charity No: 278524 




New Music For Christmas 

by Judy Lane 

k ★ Come With Us To Bethlehem 

A rww carol for church choirs or 

Sunday schools 

k k The Christmas Journey 

A 70 mnuta chornl Christmas presentation 
involving some congregation participation 

To ordnr or for details onntact Judy [ ano 
01865 760917 judylane@live.co.uk 




For your events catering 

Alice's Kitchen provides a range of quality catering 
services. From Dinner parties, to Canapes, Buffets 
(hot and cold), Barbecues and Children's parties. 

For more details tel: 07739 213666 
E: amarples@hotmail.co.uk 
www.aliceskitchen.co.uk 



U Hilda's Q 
little Book Of Graces 

Perfect Christmas gift 
for under 5's. 

A book for parents and children 
to share, or even Granny's, 
Aunfs, Uncles and Friends 

01608 811181 




Do you want to see 
Christ in your Christmas? 



Come to Shoemakers for your 
traditional Christian themed: 

•Christmas cards • nativity sets 
•advert calendars ’children's books 

Alsn available are gifts, books, t.LJ^ IlVDs, 

Frfirfrdde epudb <iiid white you're bruwiing. 
why noc try ou r Fa- irtrflde Coffin Shop 
with hompmartp rak*' Cam? and find u? . . . 

Shoowcfeers 

C il H % $ t B * Ml | 1.1 lit', A CCU r II SlL L: P 

Tel: 01 635 37836 

The Arcade, Market Pfece, Newbury, RG14 5AD 



To Advertise in The Door 
Please Call 

01752 225623 



Christmas is one of the major festivals 
celebrated around the world and just a 
quick look on the web brings up a whole 
lot of interesting details. Did you know 
for example that not all countries 
celebrate Christmas on December 25th? 

Our European neighbour, Austria is one of the 
first to start on December 6. As can be expected 
from a country that was the birthplace of many 
of our favourite carols, the celebrations are very 
musical. Belgium also celebrates on 6th as well 
as 25th. The earlier celebration is dedicated to 
Saint Nicholas. 

Most places in the world celebrate with gifts and 
decorations and traditional meals. In Ghana the 
preparations can begin months before Christmas 
Day itself, which like ours falls on December 
25th. People’s homes, vehicles, schools and 
even complete neighbourhoods are dressed with 
decorations and lights. Families will try and 
meet up at the family home by Christmas Eve 
for a church service, which can be followed by 
processions in the streets with bands and 
dancing. 

In Denmark, the celebrations apparently start on 
December 25th with special Christmas lunches 
on the twelve following days and in nearby 
Latvia, gifts are given out on the twelve days of 
Christmas ! 

Germany seems to celebrate Advent with 
decorations, candles and nativity scenes playing 
an important part. 

Russia is one of the last to join in the 
celebrations on January 6th this is in common 
with the Greek Orthodox celebrations, which 
begin on the 7th. 

There are so many differences between the 
celebrations across the world and surprisingly so 
many things remain the same. 

There will be light and decorations, usually gifts 
and above all thanks for God’s gift of his Son 
the Christ Child. 

It is because of this feeling of goodwill that 
many of our charities appeal for support and 
funds at this time in order that whilst having a 
tremendous time ourselves we can find space to 
think of those less fortunate. 

We remember the homeless because Mary and 
Joseph had difficulty in finding somewhere to 
stay, and the hungry because Jesus told us 
himself to care for others. We think of the 
excluded because of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

In this country, entertainment and drama are 
central to the season, with special programmes 
on radio and TV, nativity plays in churches and 
schools and in our theatres pantomimes. 

By the time you read this short piece its is likely 
that the towns are already decorated, and shops 
full of Christmas decorations and promotions. In 
fact many people get a little sad by what seems 
an overly commercialised interpretation of the 
season. 

There is always the possibility to get away from 
it all with a quiet break or retreat and there are 
many places where this is possible. If you can’t 
take time out for a retreat its worth looking at 
one of the many study guides for available for 
advent. 

In the end we all have our own individual ways 
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It’s a time for 
celebration 
and sharing 



of enjoying Christmas and in the end we 
probably all come away taking from it just what 
we put into it. Several of the top Christian 
charities will be offering special packages to 
enable churches to enjoy the Christmas period 
whilst looking towards outreach and fund 
raising. Christingles have proved popular for the 
Children’s’ Society and this year the CMS are 
offering resources that will help churches to 
focus on mission at this important time. 

A TIME FOR GIVING 

Christmas is known as a time for giving. From 
our childhood years we enjoy the excitement of 
receiving gifts, not because of their monetary 
value, or greed, but simply it’s because someone 
has remembered us. 

Father Christmas may have delivered the gifts , 
but they were given by a favourite aunt, our 
parents or friends. 

Shops on the high street will be making the most 
of our generosity at this season and will be 
hoping to in some way reverse the effects of 
lower sales this year. 

Many of us however have been using the internet 
for our purchases choosing from an ever 
increasing range of items. 

For something special crafts from this country 
and abroad often produce something unique to 
give and books can provide a gift that can last 
for quite sometime whilst adding knowledge and 
inspiration. A little thought about getting the 
correct gift for someone can mean so much more 
than simply throwing money at the season and 
ending up in debt! 

When we grew older we also learned that it was 
good to give as well as receive, and we would 
save our pocket money and learned the joy that 
mum’s smile could bring when she opened her 
gift. 




It could be the central theme of the Christmas 
story of Mary and Joseph looking for 
somewhere safe where their child could be born 
that helps us to think of those in need. 

It could be our understanding of the baby Jesus 
as a gift from God himself, or the gifts brought 
by the wise men and the humble shepherds but 
we certainly understand that Christmas is not 
only a time of giving to each other, but as a time 
of giving to those less fortunate. 

There are many charities that appeal for funds at 
this time of year because it is a time when folk 
are a little more generous, take your time and 
search around, which will benefit from your 
thoughtfulness this Christmas time? 




SAVE £££ 

with 

A GREAT READ 

on over 500,000 General 
and Christian books 



www.agfedtread.c0.uk 

or mvj'08453 679 b7& for tybroshure 

S (ml ltd, M Tin ton, W«(b^ Wilts. fri J *J[ 




gifts for all occasions 




OFF 



when you spend £45 or 
more online at 
www.createdgifts.org 

Enter code DDRV at checkout 



Valid until 31st December 2011. Only 
redeemable against purchases via website. 
Voucher not exchangeable for cash or credit 




Christian illumination 

Restoration 

Silent Lights is seeking: to restore Christian 
imagery by producing a range of decorations 
which dearly reflect the Christian Christmas 
message. 

Declaration 

Sitent Lights' unique outdoor decorations 
provide individuals. Churches an d organisations 
with the opportunity to dedare their faith in a 
creative and cultu ral ly relevant way. 



The growing trend to decorate the outside 
of homes and gardens with Christmas 
lights provides Christians with a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate the light of the 
World within your own neigh bouriiood . 

Li g hr in 



Silent 



01622 682255 



To Advertise in The Door Please Call 

01752 225623 




are the Light 201 1 

£MS global mission resource for Advent and Christmas 



Small group study* worship materials* celebration ideas * mission-focussed 
Now available for free download Go to: www.cms~uk.org/advent 



CMS 

SHARING 

JESUS, 

I CHANCING I 

LIVES 
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Lanzarcte 

P\sya Blanca 



Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
Holidays & 
LongWinter Breaks 

Td 01454 260619 

vwwularzandbaJlladradtcQik 



ISRAEL 

Acclaimed Bible Tours with 
Chris Hill, international 
Bible Teacher and leader 
of over 80 tours. 

C L Ministries 

(01473 311128) 

E: clministries@btinternet.com 
www.clministries.org.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 





WATERLOO WALK, HIGH STREET, WITNEY 0X28 6EU 



LONDON 

OXFORD 

AIRPORT 






Tftfd cjrfflp 



i nf o@oxford ai rpo rttravel .co.uk www.oxf ord ai rpo rttrave I .co. u k 



ptg 



Rail based holidays from the UK 

Portugal, Italy, Spain, France, Bulgaria. Slovenia, Slovakia, 
Peru, Madagascar, Cuba, Alaska, New Zealand, Australia 

01235 227288 www.ptg.co.uk ®ABTA 

ASTA NOlY21'&3 



Experience the 
Christmas shopping trip 
of a lifetime in 

NEW YORl 



Prfcii g^Dig I run £*93 p irsii 

IrdEilU Iff'lli ' ini A 411111 ' riEM tin 
«CK»rirtfH n tk: iHtettrMtfnitli 
5MT HqH 3j|p' [f v& V 5 him 
C]!]S pi perlin ,|'M: n^ilpnrxi 
IlilfclSblBl . Illjth. 

Arm orniactlai In ui n-lflal 



Fiilh. iln I nj rm tflS jei jznm 
ir] irii i| llilta.' mi = mflil-i ion t-rH 
iKcraitcwim ii trill aitBii Irani nil 
lie nip PijlEMfi' me® sun T rn 
E3Q: per (Emil. | 'KB: Fi^il pi:n imirJt 
Inn. tump dimes Mi L ptEfaeflcu -a 
ica IMIirEilin: I 



C»n|| y* ur apIE in, unit visrl flur www. Mf o rd siifji c a .y h i£ b^k aril i Fid 




Retreats 



T 



Holidays at Home 



5tairon]fei^ 

CHRISTIAN RETREAT HOUSE 

Set in the peaceful Oxfordshire countryside, Stanton 
House truly is a space for God. The house and its 
grounds is the perfect venue for individuals and 
groups to hold a retreat, enabling them to seek God, 
study, relax or simply regroup by taking time out from 
a busy life. 

For further information please call Stanton 
House on 01865 358 807, 
email:office@stantonhouse.org.uk or visit 
www.stantonhouse.org.uk 






Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL, SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 
by a real person. ..not a machine!!! 

Conditions apply 
Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 



Qtravei 

INSURANCE 

SI 




SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



GATWICK 

3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



ASHBOURNE 

DERBYSHIRE 



Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
www.conifercottage.biz 
01727 751070 



St Ives Cornwall 

Uiml Mj, l’ r 1012 

Coc-i rwc krfirfc Cnnsvw A Hvwlfa^ 

Shore off season breaks In ecvsy central^ heated 
fitlii'rmn.ji’t rnrfti^r- in rNr rrnrrr- oF hr-jurihil Sr Ivr*; 

ONLY £ 120 for 1 nights for 1 poop lo 
£35 per night for additional night* 
Includes Parking, C. Heating, &ed linen 
Td Alw: 0 1736 795083 ur 07970 737067 




— LES- 

corns 
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A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

ikikikik Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 





The flagship family event far Quality 

Bihle teaching ip the South Fast 



BIBLE BY THE BEACH 



IN ALL THE 



Wf Iilll 



SPEAKERS IMCLUDEt 

Stephen Gaufcrager 
Atec Molyer 
Rico Tice 
Andy Hawthorne 
Graham Daniels 



nm, 

ACTION- PACKED 



T: 07590 047061 

E: infaTflbitilehythfiheach.org 

W: www. b i b teby ihcbeacti , o rg 



Bring friends h 
family & church 

lor a time of 
leUowshJp & spiritual 

rcineshmeiit 



& children 



Congress Theatre 

Eastbourne 


















the Door NOVEMBER 2011 



19 





The ‘Lamb of God’ is enthroned on 
the seat of ultimate power. This 
declaration of faith will become 
gloriously vindicated before the world: 
‘every knee will bow at the Name of 
Jesus’. 

As I worked through the visions in the 
book of Revelation last year I was 
constantly struck by the way the present 
and the ultimate were virtually 
indistinguishable. ‘Now’ and ‘then’ 
seem to be one and the same, because 
the visions see history not as an 
unfolding news reel but as a single 
event. So the bold claim at the top of 
this column was true for the people of 
the first century (even though they were 
suffering under a tyrant and 
experiencing natural disasters) , is true 
now (in times of anxiety, distress and 
perplexity) and will remain true for all 
eternity. 

It’s a view of human destiny and 
divine will which is hard for us to 
comprehend. It is almost impossible for 
us to think outside the box of time and 
space into the realm of the infinite and 
eternal. Yet that is God’s familiar 
dimension, and in that place of ultimate 
reality authority has never been ceded 
to any other sovereign. It is in that 
realm that we celebrate the festival of 
Christ the King. He was and is and will 
be King of kings and Lord of lords, and 
- unlike human rulers - his reign is as 
timeless as eternity. 

Those for whom John’s visions were 
first recorded could cling to that faith 
in dark and dangerous times. In our 
days of anxiety and tumult, so can we. 
The proud but discredited kingdom of 
this world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ. The glory is 
both now and not yet! 

The Revd Canon David Winter s latest book 
‘Facing the Darkness and Finding the Light’ 
(BRF £6. 99), is a guide to the biblical book of 
Revelation. You can read some of his other work 
on his website: www.davidwinter-author.co.uk 
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Comment 

Moneys not everything 

by Angela Tilby 

I t is just two years since the fateful 
Friday (October 10) when Britain 
nearly went bust. I remember the 
eerie feeling I had around 
cashpoints in that tense week - would 
the moment come when they no longer 
paid out, when any savings we might 
have, along with what we thought was in 
our current accounts simply drained 
away into the black hole of global debt? 

The Church’s response to the 
economic crisis has been mixed. It has 
been relatively easy to moralize about 
the problem, less easy to minister to the 
underlying anxiety that haunts so many 
lives. ‘ Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors ' , we say in the Lord’s Prayer. But if 
all our financial debts were forgiven all 
the banks really would go bust 
overnight. For better or worse the world 
economy depends on credit and debt, 
spending and saving. The Church as an 
institution is thoroughly implicated in 
the financial system. So it is not the 
most productive response to join the 
chorus of disapproval at those who have 
led us into this mess. We were all there 
behind them after all, sometimes urging 
them on as we hoped for increasing 
prosperity. 

What we can do, perhaps, is to look at 
the anxiety that we all have around 
material possessions. Most of us have 
become accustomed to the idea that 
economic growth is vital for our well- 
being. For decades we have expected to 
work our way through the debts of early 
adulthood and to arrive at a state of 
relative security. It is this assumption 
which has been fatally threatened by 
the ongoing financial crisis. 

The New Testament does not promise 
us a life of increasing prosperity. What it 
does teach is the secret of contentment; 
it offers a life-long learning programme 
of thankfulness, hope and generosity. 
Perhaps Christian people should 
encourage our leaders to think less in 
terms of future growth and more in 
terms of managing better with what we 
have. 

Perhaps we could try to retrain the 
desire for endless novelty which fuels 
our consumer society and slowly find 
our way towards the freedom that God 
promises. Sometimes there is no money 
to mend the church roof, but that need 
not stop us singing the songs of 
salvation. 

The Revd Angela Tilby is the new Diocesan 
Canon of Christ Church Cathedral. 



Thought for 
the month 



by David Winter 



u The kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah , and 
he will reign forever and ever.” Revelation 
11:15. 

A t the end of November, on the last 
Sunday of the Church’s year, we 
celebrate the feast of Christ the 
King. Having followed the story of Jesus 
from birth at Bethlehem to Golgotha, to 
the empty tomb, to the mount of the 
ascension, and then Pentecost and the 
creation of the new community, the 
‘followers of the Way’, we now affirm that 
the one who suffered and died for us is 
the glorified Son, sitting at the right 
hand of the majesty on high. 

As we read the words above, sung by 
the heavenly chorus in one of John’s 
visions in Revelation, many of us will 
hear them in the tones of Handel’s 
music: multi-voiced choir, drums and 
the trumpets of triumph. It is a ringing 
proclamation of victory. But if we look 
at the words in context, in Revelation, 
we shall find that they were sung not at 
some moment of final triumph, but 
right in the middle of a series of earthly 
‘woes’ - earthquakes, drought, flood, 
war and conquest. 

It was not so much a cry of triumph as 
of faith. The earthly kingdom, 
represented by the ‘beast’ - the Roman 
Emperor, identity cautiously hidden by 
coded language - might seem to 
exercise absolute power over the world, 
but its mandate was temporary. 

Whatever happens, and however dark 
the earthly scene may be, the ‘kingdom 
of the world’ (singular, we may note) 
has become the kingdom of our Lord 
and his Messiah, Jesus, who has become 
King. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Janet Binns has taken up post as 
Olympics Coordinator for the Diocese in 
addition to her exisiting post in Burnham and 
Slough; The Revd Stevie Cross has left her 
post as Team Vicar at Wheatley; The Ven 
Hedley Ringrose has taken up post as 
Interim Archdeacon of Oxford; The Revd 
Mark Stafford has take on additional post as 
Junior Chaplain at Merton College, Oxford; 
The Revd Dr Simon Thom has taken on 
additional post as Chaplain of Downe House 
School; The Revd Dr Jeremy Hyde will be 
leaving his posts as Area Dean of 



LETTERS 



Enhanced in translation 

I read with interest the article by David 
Winter in the October isue of the Door. I 
still remember how good that J. B. Phillips 
Bible was when my father gave me one 
when I was a teenager. (I'm now 84!) 

There is one other much more recent 
translation that deserves a mention - The 
Message by Eugene Peterson. Although 
American, with a few irritations like using 
the word 'trash' instead of 'rubbish' and a 
strange translation of 'God Almighty' as 
'God-of-the-angel-armies' (perhaps that is 
a more literal translation), I find it very 
helpful. I notice some of Paul's letters have 
a longer translation to make their meaning 
clearer. I have the Remix Bible 
(ISBN031 0927331) which contains 
Today’s New International Version (TNIV) 
side by side with The Message , so you 
can use whichever is most helpful. 

Don Hinson, Chesham, 
Berkshire . 

I have a copy the Message I love using 
it alongside f/ieNIV and the KJV. It 
makes for fascinating reading - Edit 




Still in business 

We’d like readers to know that despite 
losing our priest to the Ordinariate the 
Church of the Most Holy Trinity, Reading 
is still in business.We only lost five adults 
and a child which has reduced an already 
small congregation but those left behind 
are optimistic about the future of our 
church and keen to take it forward. 

Our services at the moment are at 
9.45am and 4pm on Sunday and 10am on 
Tuesday morning. 

R Cutting and M Skinner, 
Churchwardens, Most Holy Trinity, 

Reading . 



Competition winners 

The following were winners of the prize 
draw competition and have all won a copy 
of Yvonne Morris’s book ‘Side by Side 
with God’\ Mrs Herbert from Newbury, 

Mrs Carter from Calvert, Bucks and Mrs 
Curnow from Deddington. 



Maidenhead and Windsor and Associate 
Priest at St Peter’s Furze Platt; The Revd 
Judi Hattaway will be moving from St 
Nicholas Hurst and St Mary’s Winnersh to 
Guildford diocese; The Revd David Meakin 
will become Incumbent of Schorne Team 
Ministry and Area Dean of Claydon; The 
Revd Kevin Davies will take over as Area 
Dean for Henley. We recall with sadness 
the deaths of: The Revd Prebendary 
Robert Cheadle; The Revd John Drake; The 
Revd Christopher Hanson; The Revd Cyril 
Harris; The Revd Canon Alan Neech and The 
Revd Canon Timothy Wimbush. 
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The Revd David Gifford tells 
Jo Duckies about his life, 
ordination and leading the 
Council for Christians and Jews. 

I T’S hard to know how The Revd 
David Gifford fits everything in. 
He commutes to London from 
Dorchester-on-Thames for his 
high pressured day job and has 
just been ordained as a Deacon to serve 
in Benson. 

He visited me one afternoon, on his way 
home from London and told me about his 
life, from becoming a Christian at 
university through to his recent 
ordination. “My room-mate at university 
was a Christian. He wasn’t evangelistic but 
he knew his faith and over the course of a 
year I started to understand more. 

Towards the end of my first year I had a 
dramatic conversion experience.” 

David became a Methodist Lay Preacher 
as well as a geography teacher, before he 
headed to the South Pacific with the 
Methodist Missionary Society. “I was based 
in Tonga and it was an idyllic experience. I 
would come out of the school compound 
and about three minutes away there would 
be palm fronted beaches with waves 
breaking over the coral reef.” 

But this idyllic time was interrupted by 
tragedy when a hurricane and a small 
tsunami caused havoc. “Afterwards the 
Tonga Christians took it in their stride. I 
thought that I was giving very little but was 
receiving far, far more from them,” says David. 

When he returned to the UK David 
studied for a degree in management and 
worked for the Leprosy Mission as director 
in charge of Communications and 
Resource Development. 

“That was an amazing time. I visited 
three continents seeing the work of the 
Mission and gathering stories and 
information for appeals.” It was on one of 
those trips that David met his wife, 
Francine, who was then the matron of a 
leprosarium in Indonesia. His career saw 




Lord Jonathan Sacks, the Chief Rabbi is pictured 



with Archbishop Rowan Williams and the 



Moderator of the Free Churches. Right is David 



Gifford. Pictures: The Council for Christians and Jews. 






him travel to Nepal, Singapore, India and 
Africa and become a consultant for the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies for the Pacific Islands, using his 
cultural and geographic knowledge. He 
went on to become the Director of the 
European Division of Habitat for Humanity, 
which has its UK base in Banbury. 

He came back to Britain when his father 
was very ill and because he wanted his son 
Jonathan to have an English education 
and worked for a bio science company, 
before becoming Chief Executive of the 
Council of Christians and Jews. 

“There I was able to bring my wide 
experience working with a lot of people in 
the church at various levels cross 
culturally,” he says. He admits that at the 
time, he didn’t know a lot about Judaism 
and a steep learning curve was to follow. 



“As a Christian you can’t be anything 
but enriched by contact with Jewish 
people. They inform your own faith. They 
have a wonderful view of life that’s very 
different from our own. 

“They have had to endure terrible 
persecution principally by Christians and 



they still go on affirming life,” he says. 

When he visited the Door office, David 
had just returned from Poland, where he 
had been to Auschwitz and the lesser 
known Birkenau camp, where Jews, rather 
than being sent to work, were simply sent to 
be slaughtered. There he witnessed prayers 
said in English and translated into Hebrew. 

“It caused anxiety for everyone there, 
Christians and Jews. We walked in silence 
to the gas chambers. We were all walking 
along the gravel, in silence. The 
crunching of the gravel was the sound the 
Jews would have heard as they walked to 
their death during the war. 

“My role is to create a greater 
understanding between the two faiths at 
every level. At a leadership level with our 
two senior presidents, Archbishop Rowan 
and the Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks, but also 
at a church and synagogue level, making 
sure clergy have the time to learn from 
rabbis and rabbis learn from clergy.” As 
well as his national role, David is secretary 
Oxford branch of the CCJ - one of the 
oldest in the country. 

So how did a man with such a busy life 
end up at theology college studying to 
become ordained? “I used to do the 
morning office at my desk. I get to work at 
7am, which means leaving Oxford at 5am, 
but I’m a morning person and I enjoy the 
hour-and-a-half before people come into 
the office, I get a lot of work done. One 
day my desk became an altar and I stood 
out of myself and saw myself kneeling 
down. I was interceding, praying that God 
would reconcile Jews and Christians. It was 
a very powerful image.” 

He says that for 30 years people had 
been suggesting he get ordained, but he 
had never thought he should. After that 
experience he went to see a vocations 
adviser, and then on to a Bishops Advisory 
Panel. “I knew it was the right thing to 
do,” he added. 

For more see www.ccj.org.uk 
David is now a Deacon in Benson and 
lives in Dorchester with his wife Francine. 
He has one son, Jonathan. 
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4 Offices with parking 
Competitively priced 
Flowers by telephone on-line 
Stone memorials 
P re- paid funeral plans 
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PBS 

PrayerBook 
, Society r 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842,582 
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Cnrrififiny Limited by Guarantee No. 47R6M73 



Leadcraft 

Sained Glass Studio 




SEMNED GLASS MOISIS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 












